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Way” 
Shortly after our last Annual General Assembly, 
BC First Nations received justice and long overdue 
recognition when the Supreme Court of Canada 
reached a unanimous decision in the Tsilhquot’in 
land title and rights case. The Court’s ruling 
grants First Nations greater powers over resource 
development on ancestral lands. 

We will no longer be incidental 
bystanders at negotiations, but an 
integral and essential partner to their 
successful conclusion. 

While the full impact of this landmark ruling 
has yet to be realized, it greatly strengthens our 
position when dealing with resource companies on 
our traditional territories. 

Message from the Chairman
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Way” 
It is always an exciting time of year to reflect on the 
past year and look to the year ahead. It is important 
to take a moment to reflect on our successes and to 
consider the challenges.   

I will take a moment to look at the very last day of 
the 2014/15 fiscal in which we hosted Victoria Tauli-
Corpuz, uN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of 
Indigenous peoples who listened to presentations 
about the extraction of resources from our 
territories at the expense of Indigenous peoples 
in Canada. She heard of the federal government, 
led by Harper, practicing the same discrimination, 
violation of land and territorial rights and violence 
as governments in panama and peru. The Special 
Rapporteur listened to the Indigenous women who 
presented and highlighted the violence against 
women and the continued call for a national inquiry 
into the murdered and missing Indigenous women 
and girls in this country. Having her in our company 
provided us all with a sense of how our Indigenous 
Solidarity is paramount at home and abroad.

We are also further reminded of the government’s 
interest in asserting a pan- Indian approach as their 
efforts to assimilate and have us absorbed into their 
process. We see this with the reduction of policy 
and the elimination of First Nations programs 
and space to support and enhance services for all 
Aboriginal people. 

Anticipating funding cuts as AANDC (education 
funding and other federal funding envelopes 
continue to diminish), the ONA administrative 

team has worked to tighten up our administrative 
expenses and we have achieved administrative 
efficiencies wherever possible. However, we 
also anticipate that the upcoming year will 
be full of challenges and opportunities. The 
administrative team will work collaboratively 
with each department and ensure that budgets 
are managed. We will continue to provide the 
same high standards in financial accountability 
while delivering efficient and most importantly, 
culturally sound programming.  

Despite these challenges, we continue to move 
forward with some very exciting initiatives. The 
Spirit of Syilx Youth unity Run is celebrating its 
seventh year. This year we crossed the border 
into Washington bringing our young people and 
communities together on both sides of border. The 
Youth spirit is contagious. Our Youth bring us hope 
and remind us why we must continue to struggle 
for Indigenous rights. Many of our Youth at home 
as well are leading and exploring community 
initiatives that expand their awareness of the 
multitude of issues facing our peoples, and getting 
involved.  

The opening of the k  cp’elk’ stim’ Hatchery 
was truly a historical event! The hatchery is a 
culmination of commitment, dedication and it is 
a legacy for future generations. This hatchery is a 
testament to those with vision and what is possible 
for the Syilx people. We have realized some success 
of restoring n’titxw (Salmon Chief) to their original 
habitat and rightful place in our territory and this 
cannot be underestimated to the power of our 
unity as peoples.  

The Chief’s executive Council remains committed to 
the Business plan and to the Okanagan Governance 
Development process and the vision these Tribal 
initiatives embrace – the cultural values of our 
peoples. This is important work and has a direct 
impact on strengthening the Nation to meet its 
vision for access to full Title and Rights including 
own source revenue. This work is crucial.  

Their leadership along with direction from our 
elders and Youth underlies and guides the work 
in Natural Resources, Fisheries and Wellness and 
it has implications for our continued engagement 
with government. The CeC continue to provide the 
mandate and support for Tribal   initiatives that will 
advance the Nation’s Title and Rights mandate in a 
financially accountable manner.  

On behalf of the staff, I want to again thank the CeC’s 
continued leadership, vision and commitment.  We 
look forward to continuing our work on behalf of 
the Nation and serving the people.  

This upcoming year will again undoubtedly present 
challenges but we must continue to fight for our 
rights. We must stand up not only for ourselves but 
for all Indigenous people around the world.   

lim’limpt 

 
pauline Terbasket, executive Director

Message from the Executive Director 
But perhaps the highlight of the year for the 
Okanagan Nation was the official opening of the 
k  cp’elk’ stim’ Hatchery in September 2014. 
This fulfilled our Nation’s dream to restore the 
Okanagan Sockeye salmon fishery. The Hatchery 
is a shining example of our dedication to live in 
concert with the land, our mother, and to honour 
the natural world in the spirit of our ancestors. I 
thank all who worked so diligently on the project, 
and all who faithfully attended the salmon fry 
release ceremonies and Salmon Feast celebrations 
over the years. 

unfortunately, our success was preceded by the 
Mount polley tailings pond breach. The breach sent 
10 million cubic metres of water and 4.5 million 
cubic metres of toxic sludge laced with arsenic, 
lead, mercury and other dangerous minerals into 
polley lake and Quesnel lake, endangering crucial 
salmon runs. It now stands as the single largest 
environmental disaster in BC history and its full 
impact will not be known for decades.

Sadly, this disaster could have been averted. Both 
BC and Canada have weakened environmental 
regulations and review procedures, and failed to 
provide adequate enforcement of environmental 
standards. The federal omnibus bills C-38 and C-45 
include reprehensible systems of rubber stamp 
approvals that shamelessly pander to industry at 
the tragic risk of environmental devastation. 

The latest federal atrocity is Bill C-51. The so 
called Anti-terrorism Act. This bill fundamentally 
undermines the right of Indigenous peoples to 
exercise, assert and defend our inherent Aboriginal 
Title and Treaty Rights which are recognized and 
protected by the Canadian Constitution Act and the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

Over the past year, in my role as uBCIC president, 
I joined several peaceful protests against Kinder 
Morgan’s proposed pipeline expansions. On 
Burnaby Mountain, where they were conducting 
exploratory drilling, I crossed a police line and 
was arrested along with twenty four others. If 
Bill C-51 is implemented, arrests like this will be 
commonplace. 

Our basic right of free expression will be curtailed. 
Anyone taken into custody could be held based on 
mere suspicion, without charges, and for longer 
periods of time. under Bill C-51, social media 
monitoring will be pervasive with no significant 
oversight.

Recently, the lax Kw’alaams First Nation 
unanimously rejected a $1.15 billion lNG deal 
proposed by a foreign consortium stating: “This 
is not a money issue: this is environmental and 
cultural.” under existing legislation, their wishes 
can be ignored if the federal government deems 
the project to be in the “economic interest” of 
Canada. If the lax Kw’alaams Nation members 
actively oppose such a decision, they could now 
be considered “terrorists.” Bill C-51 effectively 
undermines the foundations of Canada and the 
basic human rights of all its citizens.

Another ongoing grievance with the federal 
government remains its absolute refusal to confront 
the problem of murdered and missing Aboriginal 
women. The question I asked in last year’s message 
to the Nation is even more relevant today: 

Why does the federal government 
ignore this crime against our women 
and refuse to strike a National 
Inquiry into this national disgrace 
and international scandal? 

In sharp contrast to the federal government, I 
would like to acknowledge the international 
attention and support we have received from the 
united Nations. In July 2014, the uN human rights 
investigator, James Anaya, released a 22 page 
report on Canada that said:

“The numerous initiatives that have 
been undertaken at the federal, 
provincial/territorial levels to 
address the problems faced by 
Indigenous Peoples have been 
insufficient.”

    

On March 31, 2015 Victoria Tauli Corpuz, uN 
Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous 
people, visited the Okanagan Nation to receive 
presentations on the issues BC First Nations are 
facing from AFN National Chief perry Bellegarde, 
Chief Robert louie, the Coalition of Murdererd and 
Missing Women, to name a few, and myself as a 
follow-up to James Anaya’s report.   

Much has been accomplished within the Okanagan 
Nation over the past year, but one issue remains 
unresolved. Our dispute with the BC government 
and the Ktunaxa First Nation over land in the 
Arrow lakes area has forced us to file a lawsuit 
challenging the British Columbia treaty process 
and the province’s dishonourable and unlawful 
conduct. 

It is an absolute necessity to protect our land, our 
language, and our traditions as bequeathed to us 
by our ancestors. Most of all we must respect each 
other and ourselves, for we are Syilx, and that can 
never be taken away from us. 

lim’limpt 

Grand Chief Stewart phillip, ONA Chairman

PHOTOS
previous page: Grand Chief Stewart phillip addresses those 
present at the reaffirmation of the Fish lake Accord.
This page: ONA Chairman welcomes Victoria Tauli Corpuz to the 
Okanagan Nation Territory. 
Next page: | ONA Chief and Council quarterly 
meeting in Westbank, December
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TSilHqOT’in 
On June 26, 2014, the Supreme 
Court of Canada rendered 
a landmark decision in the 
Tsilhqot’in Aboriginal title case.

This historic judgement is the first time in Canadian 
history that a court has declared Aboriginal Title to 
lands outside of a reserve. The Tsilhqot’in decision 
of the Supreme Court of Canada affirms that:  

•	 Aboriginal	Title	is	real	and	meaningful,	
and can exist over large tracts of land; 

•	 Aboriginal	Title	includes	the	vesting	of	
the full beneficial and economic interest 
in the land to the Aboriginal group; 

•	 Where	Aboriginal	Title	exists,	consent	of	
the Aboriginal group is required for the 
Crown or industry to use that land; and 
failing consent, the Crown has to meet 
the test of justifiable infringement; and

•	 If	the	Crown	authorizes	activities	on	
land which are demonstrated to be 
Aboriginal Title land, projects and 
permits may be cancelled, and damages 
owed to the Aboriginal group.

On Sept. 10, 2014, in response to this decision, 
four key principles were adopted by BC Chiefs for 
implementation of Tsilhqot’in:

•	 We	acknowledge	that	all	our	
relationships are based on recognition 
and implementation of the existence of 
Indigenous peoples’ inherent title and rights, 
and pre-confederation, historic and modern 
treaties, throughout British Columbia.

•	 We	acknowledge	that	Indigenous	
systems of governance and laws are 
essential to the regulation of lands and 
resources throughout British Columbia.

•	 We	acknowledge	the	mutual	responsibility	
that all of our government systems shall 
shift to relationships, negotiations and 
agreements based on recognition.

•	 This	means	we	immediately	must	move	
to consent-based decision-making and 
title- based fiscal relations, including 
revenue sharing, in our relationships, 
negotiations and agreements.

The Okanagan Nation Alliance’s CeC and Councils 
are committed to continue advancing Syilx title and 
rights to our ancestral territory, particularly in light 
of this historic case. 

As an initial step forward the ONA hosted a Syilx 
Nation workshop on implementing the Tsilhqot’in 
Decision on February 6, 2015 at the Cove in 
Westbank. The objective of the workshop was to 
discuss the implications of the recent Tsilhqot’in 
Supreme Court of Canada decision and how to 
move forward to implement the decision. The 
workshop was attended by 72 people from various 
groups including the Chiefs executive Council 
(CeC), the Natural Resource Council (NRC), the Syilx 
Referral Working Group, community members, 
elders and youth. Two guest presenters, Dr. Roshan 
Danesh and Douglas White III, led discussions on 
the importance of the Tsilhqot’in case and what 
it means in terms of the legal framework for 
Aboriginal Title and consultation. The workshop 
continued with community-focused dialogue 
with all members present discussing a series of 
questions in terms of how Syilx people can move 
implementation forward. 

Title and Rights

PHOTOS

Okanagan Nation Flag Staffs given to each Chief, made 
by Arnie Baptiste. | Dallas Good Water and Wendy 
Hawkes at a Syilx Referrals Working Group meeting.  
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Okanagan naTiOn 
alliance File 
lawSuiT cHallenging 
BriTiSH cOlumBia 
TreaTy PrOceSS 
On August 11, 2014 the Okanagan Nation Alliance 
File lawsuit Challenging British Columbia Treaty 
process. The legal action will directly challenge 
the much-criticized British Columbia Treaty process. 
The case is ongoing.

“The Province doesn’t have the right 
to simply give away our Title and 
Rights,” said Grand Chief Phillip. 

“Overriding our Title and Rights to 
enter into an agreement with another 
First Nation is no way to achieve 
reconciliation.”
Grand Chief Stewart phillip, ONA Chairman

•	 The	ONA’s	legal	action	resulted	from	the	
province’s decision to sign an “Incremental 
Treaty Agreement” with the Ktunaxa Nation 
Council to transfer approximately 241 
hectares of land near Nakusp in the Arrow 
lakes area as part of an early transfer of 
lands that will form part of a final Treaty

•	 The	Province	did	not	consult	with	the	
ONA before signing the agreement, 
despite the fact that the area includes 
important village sites, hunting grounds, 
and cultural heritage sites for the ONA 
communities and their members

•	 The	ONA	made	the	decision	to	file	the	legal	
action after attempting for over a year to 
resolve the issue directly with the province

Bc HydrO – Okanagan 
naTiOn enduring 
relaTiOnSHiP
In 2011 the Okanagan Nation Alliance, along 
with upper Nicola Band, signed a final 
agreement for the Interior to lower Mainland 
(IlM) project. This agreement is also referred 
to as the “enduring Relationship”. In order 
to support the collective momentum and 
leadership demonstrated by the CeC, an energy 
executive Council (eeC) was established. The 
eeC provides direction to BC Hydro in regards 
to its projects and activities within the territory.  

Over the past year, there have been many 
accomplishments and milestones achieved. 
Clear direction was provided by the CeC to the 
Okanagan Nation energy Technical Working 
Group to address BC Hydro’s numerous projects 
and activities with a deliberate and principled 
approach. engaging communities and creating 
relevant opportunities and initiatives are top 
priority.

In December 2014, the CeC approved the ONA-
BCH engagement model, an energy executive 
Council, and CeC energy lead to ensure our 
Title and Rights are upheld and supported. The 
CeC energy lead is Chief Jonathan Kruger.

The eeC meets on a regular basis to discuss the 
status of the relationship with BC Hydro, assess 
current projects, and determine the overall 
goals and priorities upon which to guide the 
process. The eeC continues to ensure that the 
relationship that BC Hydro enjoys with the 
Okanagan Nation continues to evolve and 
improve. Further, the eeC guides the enduring 
Relationship and all BC Hydro activity and 
projects within Okanagan Territory. 

   Other duties of the eeC include:

•	 Conducts	quarterly	meetings	with	high	
level BC Hydro executives ensuring 
the evolving relationship is on track.

•	 Participates	in	an	annual	Oversight	
Committee Meeting between 
Okanagan Nation leadership, the CeO 
and top executives of BC Hydro

•	 Guides	policy	development	
to address energy matters 
within Okanagan Territory

•	 Provides	ongoing	direction	and	
oversight to the Okanagan Nation 
energy Technical Working Group

HIGHlIGHTS
•	 Enduring	Relationship	Engagement	

Model endorsed and implemented

•	 Wilsey	Dam	sediment	load	release	
postponed until summer of 2016 
to allow proper and meaningful 
Okanagan Nation review 

•	 A	technical	team	has	been	
established to assist the Okanagan 
Nation energy executive Council

•	 Two	Okanagan	Nation	project	
review committees established 
for the Rev 6 and West Kelowna 
transmission line projects

Approximately 53% of BC Hydro’s 
power is generated within Okanagan 
Nation Territory. The large majority 
of generation occurs within the 
Columbia River watershed with 
numerous transmission projects 
throughout the entire territory.  

HealTH gOvernance 
Most notably within Health Governance is that 
BC First Nations Chiefs gave the First Nation 
Health Authority (FNHA) a mandate for health 
but in the last year that mandate has expanded to 
include housing, child welfare, education and the 
environment. We are faced with internal conflict 
as the majority of Nations and Chiefs support this 
approach. We continue to struggle to balance a 
need to be engaged in Health and Health planning 
with a need to challenge this governance approach 
that devolves fiduciary responsibilities from the 
federal government. This work should not to be at 
the expense of our Community Health programs 
nor the Tribal initiatives and approaches.

Therefore, we seek alternatives and more efficient 
models of health service delivery so there remain 
resources available. As we work to develop these 
strategic priorities it is made clear by the ONA CeC 
that our Title and Rights must remain paramount.  

With the transition of health services away 
from Health Canada to the First Nations Health 
Authority, the Okanagan Nation’s CeC and Wellness 
Committee have continued to push to ensure the 
process remains Nation-based and community 
driven. We wish to see health services transformed 
to reflect our indigenous knowledge surrounding 
wellness which state that health exists within 
a broader circle which includes not only the 
individual, but the health of our families, our 
communities and our land.

OKIB Council member Allan louis is the CeC 
representative on the FNHA Interior Region 
Nation executive (IRNe). WFN Council member 
Mic Werstuik is the alternate. louis provides Syilx 
input at a table with the other six Interior Nations. 
He was also successful in being selected to be one 
of the three Interior seats on the provincial First 
Nations Health Council. 

The ONA CeC will continue to provide the oversight 
and direction as ONA continues to coordinate 
regional activities and support local initiatives of 
the communities to better enhance health services, 
access and program delivery.

cHildren and Family 
gOvernance 
The Okanagan Nation Alliance called for the 
Ministry of Children and Families to recognize the 
rights of Aboriginal Children and Families. The 
Indigenous Approaches process was created to 
meet the need for Aboriginal communities to 
strategize and plan for services for Aboriginal 
children and families. This process has resulted in 
direct service that works for Aboriginal families and 
has resulted in improved outcomes for Aboriginal 
Children and Families in Okanagan Territory.

This work has gone a long way towards creating 
coordination and partnerships to deal with 
generations of failed policies that have harmed 
generations of Aboriginal children and families and 
yet it was gutted with no explanation or rationale.

The successes and strong partnerships built have 
shown that a new era can be realized in the service 
to Aboriginal Children and Families, that there is a 
solution to the over-representation of our children 
in the child welfare system. 

“The partnerships built have shown 
us that there are good people on all 
levels who want to see Aboriginal 
Peoples have healthy communities. 
The barrier is the system; it is time 
for a change in that system.” 
Grand Chief Stewart phillip, ONA Chairman

The ONA has witnessed as Canada has withdrawn 
from the delegated agencies model. They began 
last year by withdrawing from our local processes 
and they are now essentially retreating from 
delegated agencies. It seems they have just 
realized that child welfare is not within the AANDC 
mandate. Meanwhile, the community-based 
principles, in which our peoples and communities 
provided the guidance and support all these years, 
remains suspended as our Chiefs lobby the federal 
and provincial governments to support our process, 
while our enabling proposal and Syilx Health plan 
remain unfunded.  

PHOTOS
Next page:
elder Sara Mcleod of the upper Nicola Band.  | Chief Byron louis 
and Chief Harvey Mcleod blanket Chief Shane Gottfriedson in 
recognition of the Fish lake Accord reaffirmation ceremony.
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FiSH lake accOrd 
On October 15 Chief Harvey Mcleod, Syilx upper 
Nicola Band, and Chief Shane Gottfriedson, 
Tk’emlúps te Secwepemc, reaffirmed the Fish lake 
Accord and our commitment to each other’s Nations 
on the agreement made back in the late 1700s. An 
agreement on our shared territory between the 
two Nations and that shared territory is Fish lake. 

“We want to continue to live up to 
the agreement of our ancestors 
and continue to acknowledge 
the relationship with the Syilx 
and the Secwepemc and further 
acknowledge at the same time an 
agreement with the Upper Nicola and 
Kamloops Indian Band because, this 
relationship goes back a long ways 
back and there was an understanding 
and protocol on how we were going 
to work and engage with each other.”
Chief Harvey Mcleod

The upper Nicola Band hosted the ceremony and all 
of the Okanagan Nation, the Nlaka’pamux Nation 
and the St’át’imc Nation were invited because 
one way or another, all Nations are intertwined in 
family. The youth were included in this ceremony 
to witness and ensure that they carry on this 
relationship and understanding. A horse transfer 
was completed as part of a promise that was 
made in 2000, and Chief Gottfriedson gifted a 
head dress to Chief Mcleod in recognition of this 
commemoration. 

CEC 2014       
●	 Wanapum Dam Tour
●	 enowkin’wixw process RDOS (Southern Bands), en’owkin Centre, penticton
●	 Health Sub-Committee Meeting
●	 ON Fisheries Skaha program Workshop, penticton
●	 ONA SPEciAL cEc  |  legal Strategic Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place Boardroom
●	 Natural Resources Council Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, Westbank BC
●	 ON Fisheries Skaha program Workshop, penticton

●	 RBD Value It Conference, Two eagles Golf Course
●	 ONA SPEciAL cEc  |  Health and Child & Family, Head of the lake Hall, Vernon
●	 BC Aboriginal Business Workshop, The Cove lakeside Resort, Westbank
●	 Health Sub-Committee Meeting
●	 ONA cEc  |  Special IFpA Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, Westbank
●	 Chinook Ceremony, Sugar lake, Cherryville
●	 ONA cEc Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, Westbank
●	 Okanagan Traditional Games & Sports Day, Sen pok Chin School, Oliver
●	 ONA SPEciAL cEc & KNC Joint Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place Boardroom, Westbank
●	 ONA cEc Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, Westbank
●	 Natural Resources Council Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, Westbank

●	 Wellness Committee Quarterly, penticton Indian Band, penticton
●	 ONA SPEciAL cEc  |  BCH & Revenue Sharing Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, Westbank
●	 Natural Resources Council Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, Westbank

●	 BC elders Gathering, South Okanagan events Centre, penticton
●	 ONA SPEciAL cEc  |  Audit Review, penticton
●	 MCFD Minister Cadieux met with ONA Chair Grand Chief Stewart phillip and Jennifer Houde, DFYH Services Manager
●	 Health Sub-Committee Meeting
●	 ONA energy CeC lead (BCH & Kinder Morgan) Conference Call
●	 Natural Resources Council Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, Westbank
●	 ONA Annual General Assembly, uNB Hosted, Douglas lake, Merritt 

●	 Natural Resources Council Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, Westbank

●	 ONA SPEciAL cEc  Session, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, Westbank
●	 Wellness Committee Quarterly, Osoyoos Indian Band, Osoyoos
●	 Special Chiefs executive Council Meeting, Browns Creek 
●	 ONA Hatchery Grand Opening, penticton
●	 Natural Resources Council Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, Westbank
●	 BC All Chiefs Gathering with premier Christy Clark and cabinet

●	 MOu planning Conference Call
●	 Syilx Health Assembly, The Cove lakeside Resort, Westbank
●	 Fish lake Accord, uNB Host, Merritt
●	 Chiefs executive Council Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, penticton
●	 ONA SPEciAL cEc  | Meeting with Minister of MoFlNR, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, Westbank

●	 FNHC - Interior Region Caucus, Coast Capri Hotel, Kelowna
●	 Moe Minister’s Invitation - land use Objectives South Okanagan, en’owkin Centre, penticton
●	 ONA SPEciAL cEc  | Meeting with Federal Government, uBCIC Boardroom, Vancouver

●	 ONA cEc Quarterly Meeting, ONA Chiefs Gathering place, Westbank

CEC 2015
●	 Wellness Committee - Strategic planning
●	 Meeting with BC Hydro - NTSA
●	 FAO-MSu 2015 Global Conference panel, Rome, Italy

●	 Wellness Committee - Strategic planning
●	 Band Operated School Conference - uNB

ApriL                     M
Ay                                  JUNE        JULy                AUgUst    sEptEM

bEr   O
ctO

bEr   NO
vEM

bEr   D
EcEM

bEr
              JANUAry   FEbrUAry     

PHOTOS

Fish lake Accord reaffirmation ceremony. 
Next page:
Councillor Wallace Michel runs with one of the youth from uNB
Syilx Health Forum. | Grand Chief Stewart phillip and Chief Byron 
louis wearing their ONA beaded medallions in commemoration 
of the Hatchery opening, along with OKIB Councilor Alan 
louis. | March CeC Meeting at the WFN elders hall. 
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reSOurce 
develOPmenT 
•	 Nsyilxcen lullaby CD 

•	 Syilx	Adaptation	of	Ages and 
Stages Questionnaire 

•	 Syilx	Adaptation	of	Moe the Mouse 
speech and language tool 

•	 Traditional	Parenting	
Curriculum Development 

•	 Fisheries	Salmon	Series	Posters:	
Chinook, Coho, Rainbow & Steelhead 
Trout, Sockeye & Kokanee

•	 k  cp’ lk’ stim’  Hatchery 
Interpretive Signage

•	 Language	and	Culture	Promotion	

	 •	 Nsyilxcen language Shirts 
 for under 10 year olds

	 •	 Salista	Syilx	Pride	Shirts	and	Hats	

	 •	 Language	Bracelets	

	 •	 Well-being	Shirts	

cOmmuniTy Training, 
caPaciTy Building 
•	 Wraparound in Indian 

Country, 25 participants

•	 Syilx	Youth	Governance,	12 youth

•	 Darien	Thira	–	Community	is	the	
Medicine training, 33 participants

•	 Youth	Mental	Health	think	tank	–	engaging	
hard to engage youth, 35 participants

•	 RNV	brought	10 youth to Colville 
Confederated Tribes power of Hope camp

•	 Freedom,	Joy	&	Maintaining	Balance	
Workshop with Colby Tootoosis

•	 Emotional	Intelligence	and	
Conscience Communication 
Workshops with Colby Tootoosis

•	 Wab	Kinew	presentation,125 participants

•	 Power	of	Hope	–	train	the	trainer	
youth camp,18 participants

•	 Tsilhqot’in	Decision	Workshop	

•	 Stream	to	Sea	program,	9 elementary 
schools and 1 learning center participated 

•	 Fisheries	and	wildlife	inventory	training	
with the Osoyoos Indian Band

•	 Numerous	cultural	activities	
and mentorships

•	 Water	Workshop	in	the	Arrow	Lakes	

•	 Syilx	Water	Leaders,	31 participants 

 

ParTnerSHiPS 
lOu WITH IHA
In 2012 the ONA signed a letter of understanding 
(lOu) with Interior Health Authority (IHA). The ONA 
and IHA have developed a comprehensive work 
plan to ensure movement on community priorities, 
with mental health remaining a top priority. local 
community tables were created to assist in local 
planning.

eN’OWKIN CeNTRe
The ONA CeC is committed to the preservation 
and practice of Syilx language and culture and 
collaborates with en’owkin on various projects. 
This year, we worked together to gather upper 
Columbia place names, identify cultural heritage 
values at Aksk’aɬ t (White lake area), conduct 
a ceremony for the South Selkirk Caribou herd, 
gather TeK information about Grizzly Bears and 
White Sturgeon, and do a reburial ceremony for 
sesʕawses sqə lxwscîm (ancestor bones) at smʕaip 
(Syringa provincial park).

CuYSTWI INDIGeNOuS WellNeSS 
pROJeCT
This is a community collaboration that looks at 
health promotion and suicide prevention. This 
interactive on-line training is in the form of a quest 
that sends youth through a series of activities that 
are both on line and within their community based 
youth groups. There were a total of 21 participants 
from the age of 10-13 years old who participated. 

TReATY TAlK’S VIDeO: 
pADDlING THe COluMBIA RIVeR FROM 
SOuRCe TO SeA FOR peOple AND 
SAlMON.

“With looming changes in the Columbia River 
Treaty, we explore the possibility of fish passage 
and vitality of a functioning ecosystem. This 
documentary highlights the positive efforts of 
Columbia River citizens who are working to restore 
historic salmon runs above the Grand Coulee Dam.” 

This video was done in collaboration with Voyages 
of Rediscovery, The upper Columbia united 
Tribes (uCuT), Canadian Columbia River Inter-
Tribal Fisheries Commission, and the Columbia 
Institute for Water policy. https://vimeo.com/
voyagesofrediscovery 

BASIN STORIeS FIlM SeRIeS 
For several years, the Okanagan Nation has been 
advocating for greater inclusion of Indigenous 
voices in communications about the Columbia 
Basin and the impacts of the Columbia River 
Treaty. In April 2013, the Columbia Basin Trust 
(CBT) produced a film series called Basin Stories, 
exploring the lives of Basin residents before, during, 
and after the construction of the Columbia River 
Treaty dams. One segment is called Moving Lives: 
First Nations and it gives the story from the First 
Nations perspective. The ONA reviewed Basin 
Stories and expressed concerns about the film 
series in general and Moving Lives: First Nations 
in particular. The ONA is continuing to work with 
CBT to modify the series to better reflect the 
perspectives of the Syilx people, including the 
snʕyckst. NR researchers assisted in conducting 
additional interviews with 6 members, reviewing 
scripts and making recommendations to modify 
the film series. The work is ongoing.

KNOW YOuR FISHeRMAN - SlOW FISH 
VIDeO IN COllABORATION WITH SlOW 
FOOD CANADA
The Slow Fish film evolved organically as the story 
of Canada’s fisher people, from the pacific to the 
Atlantic, including an inland fishery success story 
in the Okanagan and an urban piece from Toronto. 
every single story expresses a desire to manage 
this largely wild food source in an ecologically 
sustainable way by strengthening the bonds 
between consumers, producers, and aquatic 
ecosystems. 

Slow Fish Canada video was produced by Kevin 
Kossowan, member of the edmonton convivia. 
http://www.slowfood.com/slowfish/pagine/eng/
blog/dettaglio.lasso?id_edit=674

Building a BeTTer 
FuTure BurSary
In 2006, FortisBC established the Building a Better 
Future Okanagan Nation financial award for post 
secondary students who are committed to building 
a better future for themselves and their community 
through education.

The bursary program is open to all Okanagan 
Nation members who are post-secondary students 
enrolled at a recognized university or college on a 
full-time basis, registered in a minimum two-year 
academic program and are maintaining a 2.5 GpA 
and are attached by ancestry and identity to the 
Okanagan Nation.

The 2014 recipients:

Reba DeGuevara, 
member of the 
Westbank First Nation 
currently attending 
the university of 
British Columbia 
majoring in First 
Nations studies with 
a goal to pursue 
a law degree. 

Mourning Dove Hall is a member of the Osoyoos 
Indian Band whom received her teaching certificate 
from Nicola Valley Institute of Technology. She 
plans on attending uBCO in the future to complete 
Bachelors in education.  

“I strongly believe that education 
allows for Indigenous Peoples to 
further ourselves in a time where we 
must carry ourselves in a modern 
sense but also with great regard to 
who we are inherently as nations.”

Community, Capacity, Collaboration

Mourning Dove Hall and Grand Chief Stewart phillip

PHOTOS
previous page:
Well-being shirts | Colby Tootoosis (courtesy Conscious 
leadership Coaching) | Hatchery interpretive signage | 
Nsyilxcən Lullaby CD
This page: Virgil Seymour, CCT: courtesy Treaty Talks video | 
power of Hope Youth Camp in Omak | Shelly Boyd, Inchelium 
language House and pauline Terbasket ONA executive Director 
sharing words at the Kettle Falls Salmon Ceremony. | Wab 
Kinew (courtesy CBC) | Victoria Tauli Corpuz and Dr. Jeanette 
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POwER Of HOPE cAmP | a P r i l  25 - 27

54 participants were hosted at the Silver lake Retreat in peachland for a train the trainer youth camp. This 
was a combined creation of safe spaces for youth to share, learn and do activities aimed to open and inspire 
the Youth and Staff. The event was collaborative between Okanagan Nation Alliance’s R’Native Voice, power 
of Hope, and IndigeneYeZ. 

EmOTiONAL iNTELLigENcE/cONSciENcE cOmmUNicATiON | m ay  13 & m ay  16

Hosted on May 13th at the Osoyoos Indian Band, May 16th at Westbank First Nation. The workshop looked at 
how emotions play a role in our everyday decisions. Opening into freedom through emotion. understanding 
how people move through emotions differently revealing predictable behavioral pattern.

SOckEyE fRy RELEASE | m ay  21

A ceremony led by Calyx for the Sockeye fry was held and they were released along the penticton Channel 
as part of the Sockeye Reintroduction program. There were 12 schools that witnessed/participated in the 
ceremony and over 350 participants total. Activities were hosted at the pIB ball field with a luncheon and 
give-away at the en’owkin Centre.

SPiRiT Of SyiLx UNiTy RUN | J u n e  5 - 8

170 participants ran from Westbank, BC to Omak, Washington to bring awareness to suicide and violence 
within the Nation. This year we crossed the border into Washington bringing our young people and 
communities together on both sides of border.  

kETTLE fALLS ANd cASTLEgAR SALmON cEREmONiES | J u n e  12 - 13

This was the 4th year the Inchelium language and Culture Association, Colville Tribes and Okanagan Nation 
Alliance planned a joint Columbia River Salmon Ceremony to honour and pray for the salmon. Approximately 
90 people attended the Kettle Falls ceremony and 50 people attended the Castlegar ceremony. 

38TH ANNUAL Bc ELdERS gATHERiNg | J u ly  6 - 9

The penticton Indian Band hosted elders and participants from around the province for the 38th Annual BC 
elders Gathering. Vera and emery Gabriel were the queen and king of this event, representing the Okanagan 
Nation in welcoming over 3000 elders and people to the territory. 

ANNUAL gENERAL ASSEmBLy | J u ly  30 - 31 

upper Nicola Band (uNB) hosted the ONA Annual General Assembly at Nkwala School. The theme of this 
year’s event was Light our Path in a Good Way, So We Can Find Our Purpose in Leadership. Highlights included a 
mountain horse race and honouring past uNB Chiefs. Over 150 people attended this two day event. 

yOUTH LEAdERSHiP gATHERiNg | J u ly  30 - 31

ONA hosted over 50 youth at Spaxomin in conjunction with the ONA AGA. Numerous workshops included: 
Bridging the Gap : discussing the relationship between Syilx knowledge and Western Science; Being Swift 
About Water: become stronger water and water aware; Intergenerational Wellness; Sea to Stream: restoration 
and sustainability of our Salmon and fish species; Living In Effort to Be a Balanced Medicine Wheel Being: in 
order for our communities and nation to become sustainable, we must work at becoming sustainable within 
ourselves; Community project: landscaping for the Nkwala School.

k  cp’ lk’ stim’   HATcHERy gRANd OPENiNg | S e P T e m B e r  20

The Okanagan Nation Alliance hosted the Grand Opening of the Hatchery in penticton. Okanagan Nation 
community members, dignitaries, the public and media were invited to witness and celebrate this historic 
event. The 25,000 sq. ft. Hatchery is part of the Sockeye reintroduction program, a long term program to restore 
the historical range of Sockeye in the upper Okanagan watershed, Okanagan lake, and Skaha lake systems. 

Events and Community Engagement

15Okanagan Nation Alliance  |  ANNuAl RepORt 2014 - 2015



Okanagan Nation Alliance  |  ANNuAl RepORt 2014 - 2015

OkANAgAN NATiON SALmON fEAST  | S e P T e m B e r  19 - 21

The Salmon Feast continues to be one of the highlight events for the Okanagan Nation with more 
people coming out each year. This year over 500 people attended the 3- day celebration. This event 

takes place the 3rd weekend in September at sxwexwnitkw (Okanagan Falls provincial park). The event 
brought together people from around the nation to celebrate and honour the Salmon Chief and the 

Sacredness of the River. This year’s logo was designed by evelyn M. Alec of the penticton Indian Band. Lim 
limpt to xwyluxalqs and all those that came out to pray. 

Stick game champions were Moonlite Supernault, Rosy, and Kodi Gabriel. On Saturday there were 2 canoes 
that went out on the water to pray, and approximately 34 runners and walkers for the Salmon walk/run. 
entertainers for the evening events included Jim Boyd, Herman edwards, Csetkwe Manuel and other 
Okanagan Nation singers. On Sunday Wab Kinew attended and spoke. Children’s activities were held and the 
feast and ceremony took place. 

wAB kiNEw PRESENTATiON | S e P T e m B e r  22

125 participants came out to Westbank First Nation Gymnasium to listen to Wab Kinew present on Igniting the 
Creative Fire from Within. “Education is the key to the vision of building a country where all people from around 
the world can live together in harmony and understanding.” Wab Kinew

SyiLx NATiON HEALTH ASSEmBLy | O c TO B e r  9

MISSION STATeMeNT: Reclaiming and restoring Syilx ways of being and knowing (worldview) through the 
development of holistic wellness programs and services grounded in a Syilx-centered framework. 

The Syilx Nation Health Assembly on was attended by Chiefs and councillors from the Nation. Guests included 
First Nations Health Authority representatives: Joe Gallagher, Chief executive Officer, Richard Jock, Vice 
president, policy, planning and Strategic Services, Joseph Mendez, Vice president, Innovation and Information 
Management Services, John Mah, Vice president, First Nation Health Benefits and lisa Montgomery-Reid, 
Regional Director. Other guests from Interior Health Authority were: Brad Anderson, Director Aboriginal 
Health and Shawna Nevdoff, Aboriginal Health practice lead. 

fREEdOm, JOy & mAiNTAiNiNg BALANcE | O c TO B e r  14 - 15

Over 20 people attended this workshop presented by Colby Tootoosis. This was a practical 2-day workshop 
sharing insight and tools for authentically revealing a peace of mind, joyful heart and a sense of purpose. 

SALONE del gUSTO, TERRA mAdRE | O c TO B e r  20 - 24 T u r i n ,  i Ta ly

Terra Madre provided an international venue to share our Salmon Recovery story as Indigenous peoples, and 
inspire other groups around the world. We were able to share on an international stage the importance of 
Sockeye as a traditional Indigenous food source for the Syilx people. The ONA was represented by pauline 
Terbasket and Collette louie.

ONA wELLNESS fORUm | n O v e m B e r  24 & 25

There were 85 participants from communities throughout the territory. The participants heard updates from 
ONA Wellness programs, and participated in planning for programs and training workshops such as Healing 
from Grief and Loss, Chemical Addictions, Interpersonal Conflict and Health Transformation.

TSiLHqOT’iN iNfORmATiON SESSiON | F e B r ua ry  6 

An informative session that provided an in-depth understanding of the Supreme Court of Canada’s Tsilhqot’in 
decision. Hosted at the Cove lakeside Resort in Westbank. This meeting brought together member bands to 
listen to a number of presentations from Mandel pinder and to discuss as a Nation the implications and next steps. 

SLOw fOOd PRESidiA OkANAgAN SOckEyE TOUR | F e B r ua ry  23 -  28

The ONA invested both time and resources into touring Michele Mesmain and Marc Griebel through our 
traditional Territory. This 5-day tour enabled us to showcase our territory and communities to Ms. Mesmain, 
who will be acting as an international advocate and networker for the Okanagan Sockeye. This exhibition 
also acted as a great opportunity for community engagement, informing many of our Chiefs, Knowledge 
Keepers, youth, and other community members about our work with Slow Food, and provided them with the 
opportunity to engage with this work as well.

SyiLx yOUTH RETREAT | F e B r ua ry  28

A youth retreat was hosted and attended by 14 Youth and Youth workers from our Nation. Creative facilitation 
was utilized to develop ideas, and vision in regard to Syilx Governance. The session was facilitated by 
IndigeneYeZ. 

OkANAgAN NATiON wOmEN’S RETREAT | m a r c H  10

24 women came together to discuss issues affecting them in the community. Statements were made that 
residential school is still impacting our youth, and the elders present challenged the community to “step up” to 
stop violence and abuse in communities. Also, the concept of St’ett’att was shared by the elders present when 
discussion included our Nationhood and future. The meaning of this word shared by them is Responsibility, the 
True Way Our True Walk, Going Forward in That Direction. This was so moving to be a part of – that we should 
put important things on the table to discuss.

ELdER ANd yOUTH gATHERiNg | m a r c H  27 - 29

This is one of the key ONA-hosted Nation gatherings that brings together elders and Youth to build a 
relationship through the day’s activities and to share stories. elders and Youth engage in meaningful 
interactions/discussions and are out on the land. This year 80 participants came together at Rock Ridge Resort 
near princeton. There were representatives from all 7 member communities who participated in a number of 
activities, including water, language, and hunting workshops, and site visit to Ochre bluffs.

VicTORiA TAULi-cORPUz, UN SPEciAL RAPPORTEUR 
ON THE RigHTS Of iNdigENOUS PEOPLES | m a r c H  31

This event, that took place at Sensisyusten in Westbank, came at a very significant time in our respective 
Nation’s history. We had an opportunity to formally bring forth, to the united Nations, the difficulties that 
the Indigenous peoples in British Columbia are facing today, which are many. This was an opportunity for 
organizations and individuals to share, first hand, a few words on the challenges and issues that we are facing, 
as Indigenous peoples, not only for BC, but for Canada.

PHOTOS
previous page: upper Nicola youth look on at the AGA Horse Races held in Spaxomin. 
This page: Vera and emery Gabriel the 38th Annual, elders Gathering Queen and King (Courtesy of the 38th 
Annual BC elders Gathering) | Syilx Jr Girls | Win at the 2015 Jr All Native Basketball Tournament, Nanaimo. | Chief 
Robert louie thanking the uN Special Rapporteur | Chief Clarence louis and runners, unity Run
Next page:  Michelle Mesmain of Slow Food International with Okanagan Sockeye | penticton Youth: AGA Stick Games | Suzanne Johnson shares 
nutrition information with Gloria Alexis at the 2014 Wellness Forum. | Youth and participants thanking Wab Kinew for sharing his knowledge. | 
upper Nicola past Chiefs were honoured by the community at the 2014 ONA AGA.
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The Wellness and Safety of our 
Children, Women, Families and 
communities remain paramount. 
Therefore with the guidance and 
support of the Wellness Committee 
which is Nation-based the Wellness 
Initiatives will continue to evolve to 
ensure their relevance and success to 
create healthy, safe communities for 
all our Nation members. 

Wellness
The Wellness department, and its Nation-based 
initiatives, continues to be guided by the Chiefs 
executive Council mandated ONA Wellness 
Committee. The Wellness Committee is made up of 
the Health and Social Development directors of the 
seven member communities. This committee meets 
at least bimonthly on health, early childhood, 
children and family topics as well as provides 
guidance and direction to the wellness programs.  

The Wellness team works to provide quality services 
in a holistic integrated manner to the member 
communities including direct service, capacity 
building, training opportunities and resource 
development and sharing. 

The Wellness Department is implementing the 
newly developed Quality Assurance model this 
year. This provides standards for service and 
evaluation methods for Wellness programs. This 
ensures programs are effective, responsive and 
developed as per community and family needs. 
Quality assurance shows commitment to building 
a culture of continual quality review and revisions.

The work that is undertaken is based 
on guiding principles and goals that 
ONA stays focused on to ensure we 
have strong roots with which to carry 
out our work for the people.

PHOTO
Dyawen louis, Nickie Joe and Kenzie Manuel overlooking Omak lake 19
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Our rOOTS  
Our cOmPaSS
The work that is undertaken is based 
on guiding principles and goals that 
ONA stays focused on to ensure we 
have strong roots with which to carry 
out our work for the people.

The work includes: 

Traditional Wellness: develop a Syilx 
Traditional Wellness Framework to 
complement all of our wellness programming 
and work to ensure Cultural Safety

Strong Governance/Process: develop 
data management options to ensure 
evidence-based decision making

Capacity Building: where ever possible, 
to train and mentor Syilx people 

Sustainability: explore options to ensure 
funding for services are secure, streamlined and 
predictable, moving away from proposal-based 
funding and reducing reporting requirements

For the 2014-2015 year the ONA Wellness 
committee has remained focused on Nation 
Wellness priorities identified by communities in 
the 2010 Syilx Nation Health plan and 2012 Syilx 
Child and Family plan. The updated priorities and 
goals below have been identified by the Wellness 
Committee and CeC in February 2015. 

CHIlD AND FAMIlY VISION
Aboriginal early Childhood Development (AeCD) 

•	 Increase	and	streamline	
funding sources for AeCD

•	 Increase	availability	and	
accessibility for child care 

•	 Child	care	is	a	poverty-reduction	mechanism

•	 Implementing	the	Syilx	Early	Childhood	
Development Framework

•	 Increased	assessments	and	therapeutic	
support for children with special needs

•	 Increased	capacity	in	Aboriginal	
early Childhood education

•	 Implementing	an	integrated	
service delivery model

Children and Youth

•	 Children	and	Families	must	
always remain a priority

•	 Implementing	the	Syilx	Child	and	Family	Plan

•	 Increased	programming	for	
youth ages 7-12 and 18-29

•	 Implement	our	Syilx	Youth	
Mental Health Strategy

MeNTAl WellNeSS
•	 Increase	access	to	mental	wellness	services	

(i.e. through a better referral process)

•	 Increase	awareness	of	mental	health	and	
its manifestations in our communities

•	 Develop	Syilx	traditional/cultural	solutions	to	
complement pharmaceutical/clinical options

•	 Develop	after-care	services	for	
community members returning 
from rehabilitation/detox

•	 Increase	services	for	youth	
struggling with mental health 

pRIMARY CARe
•	 Increase	coordination	of	services	to	ensure	

holistic care (i.e. primary care coordinators)

•	 Increase	accessibility	to	mainstream	services	
through a stronger and more localized lOu

elDeRS CARe
•	 Education	on	how	to	treat	our	Syilx	

elders with respect and compassion

•	 Increased	professional	staff	on-
reserve to help elders

•	 Support	programming,	such	as	visiting	
or community garden programs, to 
ensure elders are not lonely and remain 
a vibrant part of our communities

•	 Create	long-term	solutions	for	their	care,	
such as culturally-appropriate nursing homes

pHOTO
Syilx Youth Running through Main Street, loomis Washington 
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Serving THe PeOPle 
The ONA Wellness Team remains committed to 
focus on connecting with communities, our Youth 
building capacity and providing mentorship and 
training for Youth workers. This collaboration will 
demonstrate the shared responsibility we have for 
all our Youth to ensure no one is left behind. 

FAMIlY DeCISION MAKING 
(FDM) pROGRAM 
  The program remains stable this year with 

a FDM Team lead and 2.5 FDM staff.

  48 Family Decision Making  
  Circles were conducted

  19 Follow up Circles

  206 Family members and  
  supports participated

  38 Family plans were developed

  19 Alternate placements  
  were found for children

  24  plans of care for children  
  and youth were developed 

R’NATIVe VOICe pROGRAM
We had some new faces join the program in upper 
Nicola and Okanagan Indian Band. We delivered 
program in 5 out of the 7 communities. In upper 
Similkameen we continued with our Family Nights. 
Youth elder Retreat was a huge success this year our 
Youth and elders thoroughly enjoyed the event.   

•	 RNative	Voice	has	provided	a	means	
for our Youth to build relationships, 
as well as a sense of Nationhood 

•	 The	program	provides	Syilx	cultural	
knowledge and perspectives

•	 Had	new	Youth	participants	

•	 RNV	program	delivered	in	5 
of 7 communities with 93 
Youth participants overall

•	 Hosted	Power	of	Hope	camp

•	 Training	and	network	development	
for all community youth workers

•	 RNV	brought	10 Youth to Colville 
Confederated Tribes power of Hope camp

OKANAGAN NATION 
ReSpONSe TeAM 
Over the last year the Okanagan Nation Response 
Team (ONRT) focussed much of their time 
supporting communities through trauma, 
providing prevention in relation to suicide 
and suicide behaviours and developing team 
member capacity. The team faithfully travelled 
to communities throughout the Nation offering 
their time, expertise and support. each team 
member had a lot of opportunity to utilize their 
individual skill base to Youth, adults and elders. 
All team members have increased their confidence 
and ability to take lead roles in crisis response, 
debriefing and prevention delivery. 

The fifteen ONRT Team members received training 
on three separate occasions which covered suicide/
trauma assessment, ONRT roles & responsibilities, 
ethical responsibilities, program duties & 
responsibilities, captikwl, suicide signs & symptoms 
refresher and team building.

  15 team members received training  
 3 on separate occasions

ONRT responded to:

  6 tragic death

  5 violence

  6 suicide attempts

  5 suicide ideation

  34 response follow-up/referrals

  1 suicide completion

  9 debriefing (individual and group)

Community Delivery:

  Grief & loss:

  9 OKIB participants

  12 OIB participants

 Suicide Awareness:

  120 Nation Youth

  13 OKIB Band School

ABORIGINAl CHIlD & YOuTH MeNTAl 
HeAlTH WellNeSS pROGRAM
•	 Worked	with	27 children/youth 

from the South Okanagan

•	 Children	and	Youth	main	issues	
were anxiety, depression, ADHD, 
FASD, Grief/loss, Trauma, pTSD

•	 Organized	Wraparound	in	Indian	
Country Training, 25 participants

•	 Organized	and	delivered	4 groups for 
children/youth with mental health issues

ABORIGINAl eARlY CHIlDHOOD 
DeVelOpMeNT
•	 Completed	14 site visits, supporting 

early years programs and staff

•	 Developed	culturally	appropriate	
adaptations to early childhood tools, 
Moe the Mouse and Ages and Stages 
Questionnaire and shared with communities.

•	 Nsyilxcən Lullaby CD developed 
and shared with communities

PHOTOS
previous page: Mourning Dove Hall and her son singing 
for the runners at the unity Run.
This page:
Girls zip lining at the Youth elder gathering. | Women’s 
Retreat | unity Run participants are greeted at the uSA 
border. | Youth wearing the Salista t-shirts at the ONA 
AGA. | Syilx baby. 



The Natural Resource department staff along with 
our Natural Resource Council continued to be very 
busy this past year working on many diverse projects 
and issues facing the Nation. These projects build 
our Nation’s capacity and involvement with matters 
that concern our stewardship and responsibilities 
over our lands and resources.

One of the main focuses this past year has been 
the water strategy, which is a long-standing Chief’s 
executive Council directive designed to improve 
and enhance Syilx water governance.  

In addition we are also working on several research 
and wildlife projects. As part of moving these 
important projects forward we continue to build 
working relationships with provincial government 
biologists to help explore and build upon a necessary 
shared decision-making process for wildlife 
and ecosystem management in Syilx territory. 

naTural reSOurceS 
cOuncil 
The purpose of the Natural Resource Council 
(NRC) is to work collectively on all major natural 
resource issues to address impacts, benefits, and 
management concerns, while reinforcing the 
Okanagan Nation’s collective interests on our 
traditional territory and related waterways. 

The membership of the NRC includes two 
representatives (one political and one technical) 
from each of the Okanagan member communities, a 
Traditional ecological Knowledge representative, and 
a representative of the Okanagan Nation Alliance.  

Councillor Mike DeGuevara, Westbank First Nation, 
and Chad eneas have been co-chairing the council. 
The Council is working on the development of 
standards and policies for resource management 
which was tasked to them by the ONA Chiefs 
executive Council. These standards and policies 
will provide the necessary capacity for the ONA and 
member communities to develop and implement 
strategies to strengthen land use decision making 
and resource management. This work is ongoing.

Natural Resources
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Our Syilx waTer
i  kwu syilx i  siw kwt
In July 2014, the Assembly endorsed the Syilx 
Water Declaration that was put forth by the Natural 
Resources Council, which will be a living document. 
Syilx communities have always recognized and 
nurtured a strong connection toward siwlkw (water). 

“The Okanagan Nation has 
accepted the unique responsibility 
bestowed upon us by the Creator 
to serve for all time as protectors 
of the lands and waters in our 
territories, so that all living things 
return to us regenerated. When 
we take care of the land and 
water, the land and water takes 
care of us. This is our law.”
(Syilx Water Declaration excerpt/AGA Res. No. #3/2013)

The Syilx Water Strategy will support the 
Declaration and will assist the Nations’ efforts to 
address numerous water issues and describe how 
to properly protect, and manage water use and 
allocation in a respectful and holistic way for both 
Syilx communities and the broader community.  

The water strategy will be accompanied by 
organizing various activities and partnerships to 
support the strategy which will be initiated by 
a focused Water Strategy meeting in 2015. One 
of the main events for the upcoming year will be 
to host a partnership event for World Rivers Day. 
All of this activity will be culminating in a Syilx 
Water Strategy conference, taking place in October, 
2015. This multi-stakeholder conference will 
bring together Syilx leaders, government officials, 
scientists, industry representatives and water 
advocates to begin a dialogue on Okanagan water 
management, and to explore how to institute this 
strategy both locally and regionally.

Ultimately this work provides an 
opportunity to articulate the Syilx 
vision on land management, land 
stewardship, land protection and 
the Syilx ways of protecting and 
respecting tmixw.

R e C O G N i z e  W a T e R  a S  a  S a C R e D  e N T i T y 
a N D  R e l a T i v e  T h a T  C O N N e C T S  a l l  l i f e .

PHOTO
White lake26 2726 27



wildliFe 
HuNTING AND WIlDlIFe
We have provided, and are continuing to discuss the 
need for change to provincial hunting regulations. 
Finally, we are still looking for ideas and ways to 
more fully engage Syilx Youth, elders, hunters, 
gatherers and trappers in community wildlife 
management issues and projects, and so help 
to more fully integrate traditional protocols into 
wildlife management decisions for now and into 
the future. 

We met with hunters and gatherers in several 
member communities to explore and learn about 
significant wildlife and hunting issues such as the 
need for Syilx-based hunting regulation, declining 
deer and moose numbers, and the negative effects 
of wildlife barrier fences.

MONITORING 
Research and monitoring for BC Hydro in the Arrow 
and Kinbasket reservoirs in collaboration with lGl 
ltd. and CBA consulting firms and the Okanagan 
Indian Band to assess the relationship between 
reservoir operations and the plants and animals 
that use their edges and shallows. These included 
the monitoring of heron, songbirds, ʔar’sikw 
(painted turtle), snakes, amphibians, ungulates, 
insects, and other species including plants.

WeTlAND ReSTORATION 
launched a focused Syilx action plan, which includes 
hands-on wetland restoration and enhancement 
projects in the Okanagan-Similkameen Basins 
in collaboration with environment Canada, the 
Okanagan Basin Water Board, and others including 
Transport Canada and the TD Friends of the 
environment Fund. 

projects included fencing at several wetlands, re-
establishing ʔar’sikw passage through a barrier 
fence at penticton Airport, ʔar’sikw and other 
wildlife monitoring on penticton Indian Band 
lands, and preliminary planning for further wetland 
restoration projects.

GRIZZlY BeAR ReCOVeRY
Kiʔ lawnaʔ  has been an integral and critical part of 
Syilx culture and its presence in Syilx Territory is an 
indicator of the health of Syilx land and people. At 
least three remnant trans-boundary grizzly bear 
populations within Syilx Territory need immediate 
action to assist them from disappearing due to low 
numbers and habitat isolation.  

This year some initial work to assist the grizzly bear 
was funded by environment Canada. This funding 
has enabled us to gather traditional ecological 
knowledge, review potential bear hazards, and 
build the supportive relationships needed to 
recover Kiʔ lawnaʔ  (Grizzly) in Syilx territory – 
an animal relative deemed at risk by the Chiefs 
executive Council.

The ONA will continue in 2015 to develop supportive 
relationships with other nations, governments 
and organizations that are needed to ensure that 
Kiʔ lawnaʔ  will remain, occupy and thrive in its 
traditional areas. 

SpeCIeS-AT-RISK
The ONA is currently guiding research in the 
Aksk’aɬ t (the White lake Basin area) as this area has 
been determined to be of extremely high cultural 
significance by the Syilx people. The past year a 
species-at-risk resource assessment continued.  

British Columbia’s Woodland Caribou include three 
ecotypes, all of which are at risk of disappearing. 
The Southern Mountains (SM) ecotype is listed 
as threatened under Canada’s Species-at-Risk Act 
(SARA). The number of Mountain Caribou in BC has 
declined from about 2500 animals in 1995 to about 
1700 today, with several of 15 sub-populations 
reduced by 50% or more, and some smaller 
populations lost entirely. 

The ONA took critical review of Canada’s Recovery 
Strategy in order to ensure that the caribou is 
properly protected. 

reSearcH 
uppeR COluMBIA plACe NAMeS 
Initial work began in 2014 to gather place names 
in the upper Columbia in collaboration with the 
Colville Confederated Tribes and en’owkin Centre. 
One hundred and  seven (107) place names have 
been identified to date. Next steps will be to create 
place names maps and do a short video for each 
place name.

Aksk’aɬ t (WHITe lAKe AReA)
The ONA continues to do archaeological 
assessments and monitoring at the Dominion 
Radio Astrophysical Observatory (DRAO) site near 
penticton in order to protect heritage values and 
continued traditional uses of Aksk’aɬ t  (White lake 
area) by Syilx people. 

In 2014, the ONA developed a working draft 
Memorandum of understanding between ONA 
and National Research Council Canada (NRCC) 
in order to foster a mutual understanding of the 
archaeological resources and cultural heritage 
values in the White lake Basin. The NR department 
proposes to be continuously included in activities 
at the DRAO site that could have impacts within 
Aksk’aɬ t . Activities at DRAO undertaken in 2014-15 
were an electrical line replacement which required 
excavation for an underground electrical trench and 
the installation of the CHIMe pathfinder telescope. 

FISHeRIeS ReSeARCH
Two fisheries research projects took place. One was 
exploring the history of salmon-derived nutrient 
supplies in Arrow lakes Reservoir and the other was 
to understand the Traditional ecological Knowledge 
(TeK) and cultural importance of upper and Mid-
Columbia River white sturgeon.  

reFerralS 
wOrking grOuP 
The Natural Resources department began to 
facilitate an ongoing Referrals Working Group in the 
fall of 2014. The Referrals Working Group is a group 
of technical people (Referrals Technicians) from 
each of the member bands that come together to 
work towards collaborating on referrals response, 
understanding shared needs, and working 
together to help each other best answer referrals, 
with the over arching goal of better supporting 
Syilx Aboriginal Rights. This Working group was 
supported by the Natural Resources department 
and holds monthly/bimonthly meetings.

re-launcHing OF 
vOiceS On THe land 
weBSiTe
The Voices on the land website has been an ongoing 
initiative since 2012. This website, containing 
information relating to past works and place 
names data, drastically needed an upgrade. The 
re-launching of the website will occur in July 2015.

PHOTOS
previous page: ONA Wildlife technician monitoring.  
This page: Wildlife technician Nelson phillip 
points out bear scratchings. |  
elder Richard Armstrong 
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Fisheries
The ONA’s main focus continues to 
be on Salmon recovery in the Upper 
Columbia and Okanagan sub-basin. 
Throughout the Thompson, Columbia 
and Okanagan Basins there are 57 
fish-related projects that are also 
taking place. 

HigHligHTS
•	 614,108	Okanagan	Sockeye	salmon	entered	

the Columbia River in 2014, above initial 
forecasts of 382,000. This is the highest 
on record since 1938. It is estimated that 
85% of the return is from the Okanagan. 
490,800 Sockeye migrated over Wells Dam.

•	 About	130,000	Okanagan	Sockeye	
were harvested in Canada and the uS 
with harvest sharing about 70% uS 
catch and 30% Canadian harvest.

•	 2012	harvest	year	raised	awareness	
and benefited the trans-boundary 
harvest negotiations

•	 8,500	Sockeye	salmon	were	distributed	to	
Okanagan Nation member communities

•	 Grand	Opening	and	first	year	of	operations	
of the k  cp’ lk’ stim’    Hatchery

•	 International	promotion	of	the	ONA	
and our Okanagan Sockeye salmon 
initiatives at international forums 
including presentations made by 
executive Director, pauline Terbasket at 
Slow Food’s Terra Madre (Turin, Italy) 

•	 Toured	Ms.	Michele	Mesmain	(Slow	Food	
International) through Syilx territory as 
part of the continued process toward 
receiving Slow Food presidia designation 
for Okanagan Sockeye salmon. Also 
acted as an opportunity for community 
engagement, to assist in community. 
This designation will not only promote 
our work with Okanagan Sockeye on an 
international stage, but also recognizes 
our work as a trans boundary initiative.

•	 The	ONA	continues	to	have	the	largest	
Stream to Sea program in BC supporting 10 
schools, with 14 tanks within the Okanagan

Chinook
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha

Life Cycle
Eggs-Fall (3-5 months)

Chinook salmon eggs will hatch, depending upon water temperatures, 3 to 5 months after 

deposition. Eggs are deposited at a time to ensure that young salmon fry emerge during 

the following spring when the river is sufficient for juvenile survival and growth.

alEvin-latE wintEr (6-8 wEEks)

They stay down in the river gravel until the yolk sac is absorbed. Once the sac has been 

absorbed the ‘fry’ begin to emerge from the gravel and swim freely, looking for food 

for the first time. 

Fry-Early spring (0-2 yEars)

The fry will swim about, feeding on tiny invertebrates and on the carcasses of the spawned 

out adults. Fry instinctively hide, deal with river currents; learn to school together and 

develop many other survival skills. 

smolt

Once a fish turns into a smolt it is ready to begin its migration down the river and into the 

ocean where it will spend the next phase of its life. Chinook salmon seek deeper water, 

avoid light, and their gills and kidneys begin to change so that they can process salt water.

ocEan liFE (2-4 yEars)

This is where the salmon do most of their growing and gain weight quickly. Chinook 

salmon remain at sea for 1 to 6 years (more commonly 2 to 4 years).

spawning-latE summEr/Early Fall

When the adult fish have finished growing in the ocean, they then seek out the rivers in 

which they were born to spawn. The mature adults pair up and start the process all over 

again of making a ‘redd’ and laying eggs. This is where the cycle ends for one, and begins 

for another.

A long time ago animals were ancestors 

of human beings. The world was young 

and fresh. All was peace and happiness. 

Animals lived harmoniously together. 

Sen’k’lip lived in a lovely, but lonely place 

far away from everyone, where he had no 

one with whom to speak or play or feast. 

He became lonesome and decided to 

have a great feast.

He built a great rapid and gave it the

name Shuswap Falls. Then he made a 

big kettle out of stone with legs under it 

and hung it over the falls. Over this he 

constructed a fish trap, also out of stone, 

where he could catch many salmon and 

boil them in the Big Kettle. Then Sen’k’lip 

made a seat for himself out of stone, 

where he could watch the fish being 

caught and being cooked.

Just when the firs were in bud and the 

salmon run was due Sen’k’lip finished 

getting ready. He called for his friends 

to come and feast and his voice could 

be heard from near and far. They all 

came, and soon were gathered in great 

delight and wonder at Sen’k’lip’s Big 

Kettle and his grand feast. The feasting 

and the sports lasted a couple weeks, 

with campfires burning day and night. 

Soon all were tired, and the time came 

to depart. They all thanked Sen’k’lip and 

went back to their homes promising 

to come again when the fir trees were 

busting into bud.

To this day, when the firs are in bud each 

spring, the hills around Shuswap Falls 

still echo the invitation call of Sen’k’lip, 

the answering call of his friends; and the 

campfire lights reappear.

 J. Terbasket

Why Chinook are 

remarkable fish:

• Known as: 

 “the King Salmon” and “Tyee”.

• Chief of All Things Water.

• Their coloring helps camouflage 

 them from predators in the ocean.

• Largest Pacific Salmon species.

captikwl
The Legend of   

ShuSwap 

faLLS. oLd Sen’k’lip (CoyoTe) 

MakeS a greaT keTTLe

(shortened and adapted version)

CohoOncorhynchus kisutch

credit images to janeR except SK(NKMIP)

credit im
ages to janeR except SK(NKM

IP)

credit images to janeR except SK(NKMIP)The Syilx People used many different methods of fishing:
The Syilx People made spears using fir poles, using 

Indian hemp and pitch to attach a spear point that 

was chipped from rock. Later, spears 
were used for fishing on horseback in the river. 

Hooks were made of deer bone attached to an 

Indian hemp line. Each hook was tied to the 
line and covered with melted pitch. A rock was 

attached to the end of the line, so when it was cast 

in a creek or stream, or down a hole in the ice, the 

line would sink.

The dip net was made of long fir 
poles, with hollow deer bone rings 

and Indian hemp that was woven into 
nets. The net was held open by a trigger. Once the 

fish were in the net, the trigger was released and the 

bone rings fell forward to close the net.

Constructed of red willow and shaped like long 

funnels, these traps were placed, facing upstream in 

shallow creeks and rivers. A fence of rocks and sticks 

was built from each side of the trap to the banks 

of the river or stream. Thus, the fish were forced to 

enter the trap. Once inside, they could not escape.

Fish fences, or weirs (as seen above) were made 

of fir poles tied together with Indian hemp and 

secured with pitch. Fish were either blocked by a 

fence or enclosed in pens, then fished out. 

Traditional three-pronged hooks were made 
from carved bone hooks that were 

attached to long fir poles using 
Indian hemp  and pitch. 
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kisu 
Life CycleEggs-Fall (6-7 wEEks)

During spawning, eggs are deposited by the female in redds, milt (sperm) is 

then deposited from the male salmon to fertilize the egg; this is where they 

will remain for 6-7 weeks until they hatch.alEvin-latE wintEr (6-8 wEEks)

They stay down in the river gravel until the sac is absorbed. Once the sac 

has been absorbed the ‘fry’ begin to emerge from the gravel and swim freely 

looking for food for the first time. Fry-Early spring (0-3 yEars)

The fry will swim about, feeding on tiny invertebrates and on the carcasses 

of the spawned out adults. Fry instinctively hide, deal with river currents; 

learn to school together and develop many other survival skills. Coho 

remain in slow moving streams and lakes for about 3 years.
smoltOnce a fish turns into a smolt it is ready to begin its migration down the 

river and into the ocean where it will spend the next phase of its life.  

Their gills and kidneys also begin to change at this time so that they 

can process salt water.
ocEan liFE (1-2 yEars)

This is where the salmon do most of their growing and gain weight quickly. 

The ocean phase is the phase which we know the least about and it seems 

that the early part of the ocean phase is very important for overall 

fish survival.
spawning-latE summEr/Early Fall

When the adult fish have finished growing in the ocean they then seek out 

the rivers in which they were born to spawn. The mature adults pair up and 

start the process all over again of making a ‘redd’ and laying eggs. This is 

where the cycle ends for one, and begins for another.

Ron Hall

Things to know about Coho:• Known as “Silversides” 
 and “The Silvers”.• Coho has the ability to fight in 

 spectacular fashion, acrobatically 

 leaping out of the water.• During migration they will not eat.
• Males will develop a double 
 hooked nose during migration, 

 preventing them from closing 
 their mouths.

Salmon Feast, 2013

Cool things to know 

about Trout:

• Trout are Salmon.

• Trout have sharp teeth on the 

 roof of their mouth but have no 

 lower teeth at all.

• The largest Steelhead ever caught 

 weighed well over 20 kg.

• Some Steelhead may live longer 

 than 13 years.

Life Cycle
Eggs-spring (4-7 wEEks)

During spawning the adult Trout enter the streams in the spring to lay their 

eggs in ‘redds’ built by the female. Milt is then deposited from the male 

to fertilize the eggs. The eggs usually hatch in about four to seven weeks 

although the time of hatching varies greatly with region and habitat.

alEvin-spring-summEr (2-3 wEEks)

They stay down in the river gravel until the sac is absorbed. Once the sac 

has been absorbed the ‘fry’ begin to emerge from the gravel and swim freely 

looking for food for the first time. 

Fry-summEr (3-4 yEars)

The fry of lake-resident spawners may move into the lake immediately, or, 

when there is sufficient stream flow, they may spend up to three years in the 

stream to avoid lake predators.

spawning-Early-latE spring 

The mature adults turn vibrant in color during spawning, they pair up and 

start the process all over again of making a ‘redd’ and laying eggs. 

The life cycle of the Rainbow Trout continues into the egg stage again.

othEr trout Facts:

•	 Rainb
ow	Tro

ut	are	in
dicator

s	of	wat
er 

 pollution because they can only 

 survive in clean waters.

•	 No	m
atter	th

e	colou
r,	the	R

ainbow
	 

 Trout always has a reddish 

 stripe length-wise down 

 both sides of its body.

“Honouring the 

Sacredness of 

the River”
Spirit Peoples

The Syilx People have always had a 

special relationship with the natural 

life forms that the land provides: water, 

fish, wildlife, plants and all living things 

that share the environment. This 

relationship is based on subsistence 

needs, and social and cultural values 

extending back thousands of years.

Today	t
he	Oka

nagan	N
ation	A

lliance	

(ONA)
	integra

tes	mod
ern	scie

nce	

with traditional practices. For 

example, using natural gauges, such 

as Rainbow Trout who are indicators 

of water pollution because Rainbow 

Trout can only survive in clean waters. 

Syilx People still practise ceremonies

on the land and water to honour its

sacredness and give thanks for all that 

it provides for the people. Another 

example is the k  cp’ lk’ stim’  

(cause to come back) initiative that 

is dedicated to the restoration of 

sc’win (Okanagan Salmon) and 

their natural habitat. 

Ceremonies, feasts and respectful 

stewardship practices demonstrate the 

ONA’s	
relation

ship	an
d	comm

itment	

to the tmixw – “that which gives us 

life”. The Syilx People continue to be 

stewards for the management and 

protection of the lands and natural 

resources, developing partnerships 

and relationships to restore, conserve 

and protect fish and their habitats. 

Rainbow & Steelhead Trout

Oncorhynchus mykiss

&

 Columbia River, 2011

captikwl
how Sen’k’lip (CoyoTe) 

broughT SoCkeye 

To The   

(okanagan river)

(shortened and adapted version)

Syilx oral history tells us 

that in the beginning, 

Sen’k’lip (Coyote) brought 

the salmon up the  

(Columbia River). He 

went to the Syilx who 

lived on the Similkameen 

River and offered them 

salmon in exchange for 

a wife, but they refused. 

Therefore Sen’k’lip  did not 

allow salmon to swim into 

the Similkameen River. 

However, the Syilx who 

lived along the 

(Okanagan River), did 

give Sen’k’lip  a wife, and 

the Sockeye salmon 

have been swimming 

up there ever since.

Sockeye
& Kokanee
Oncorhynchus nerka

Life Cycle
1  Eggs-Fall (6-7 wEEks)

During spawning, eggs are deposited by the female in redds, milt (sperm) is then 

deposited from the male salmon to fertilize the egg; this is where they will remain 

for 6-7 weeks until they hatch.

2  alEvin-latE wintEr (6-8 wEEks)

They stay down in the river gravel until the sac is absorbed. Once the sac has been 

absorbed the ‘fry’ begin to emerge from the gravel and swim freely, looking for food 

for the first time. 

3  Fry-Early spring (1-2 yEars)

The fry will swim from the stream they have hatched from to a nursery lake where they 

will feed and grow for 1- 2 years. While in the lake they will migrate up and down the water 

column finding food and avoiding predators. 

4  smolt
Once a fish turns into a smolt it is ready to begin its migration down the river and into the 

ocean where it will spend the next phase of its life. Their gills and kidneys also begin to 

change at this time so that they can process salt water.

5  ocEan liFE (2-4 yEars)

This is where the salmon do most of their growing and gain weight quickly. The ocean 

phase is the phase which we know the least about and it seems that the early part of the 

ocean phase is very important for overall fish survival.

6  spawning-latE summEr/Early Fall

When the adult fish have finished growing in the ocean they then seek out the rivers in 

which they were born to spawn. The mature adults pair up and start the process all over 

again of making a ‘redd’ and laying eggs. This is where the cycle ends for one, and begins 

for another.

othEr sockEyE & kokanEE Facts:

•	 Kokanee	are	“landl
ocked”	Salmon,	wher

eas	Sockeye	migrate	
to	 

 ocean to grow and come back to freshwater to spawn.

•	 When	adult	Sockeye	ar
e	ready	to	spawn,	the

y	typically 

 turn bright red, with a green head; hence they are 

 commonly called “red” Salmon in Alaska. 

•	 Sockeye	is	unique	a
mong	the	Pacific	Salm

on. 

 Juveniles rear for at least a year or two in 

 lakes before migrating to saltwater.

Did you know?
• Known as: “Red Salmon” 

 and “Blueback”.

• There are Okanagan Sockeye 

 in Osoyoos Lake and Okanagan 

 River.   

• Kokanee stay in fresh water 

 their entire life, whereas 

 Sockeye migrate to ocean to 

 grow and come back to 

 freshwater to spawn.

1 2

3

4

5

6

Ron Hall

Ron Hall

Wind-dried, Salmon Feast, Okanagan Falls, 2013

PHOTOS
previous page:
The first Okanagan fry in the troughs 
at the new Hatchery. 
This page:
pit tagging Sockeye at Ok Falls. | Fertilizing eggs at the Hatchery. | 
Sockeye eggs | Seine fishing on Osoyoos lake. | Salmon Series posters: 
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SAlMON pASSAGe 
We continue to work with the Colville Tribes on 
upper Columbia salmon recovery, advocating for 
salmon restoration above Chief Joseph Dam and 
Grand Coulee. The main message is not if, but when 
salmon are able to migrate back into Canada into 
the Arrow lakes. This will be a priority for the ONA 
and CCT in 2015. We are slowly making progress on 
salmon restoration and passage above Wilsey dam 
at Swa’wii on the Spallumcheenum (Shuswap River).  

SKAHA DAM FISH pASSAGe 
CONSTRuCTION AND MONITORING
2014 marked the first year the fishway at the dam 
was operational. In previous years, Sockeye were 
opportunistically able to migrate past the dam 
depending on how the gates at the dam were 
operated. There were several options considered 
and the simplest approach was taken – add the 
boards as originally designed. So far the design 
worked for 2014 Sockeye migration and we will 
continue to monitor for 2015.

SHINGle CReeK DAM ReMOVAl 
& FISH pASSAGe pROJeCT:
ONA is partnering with pIB and the Colville 
Confederated Tribes to remove the concrete dam 
on Shingle Creek to allow for fish passage. The 
Colville Confederated Tribes have donated their 
time to this project. The work will include the 
removal of sediment accumulated behind the 
dam, removal of the dam and the installation 
of four inverted vortex rock weirs to return the 
stream to its equilibrium gradient and provide 
riffle-pool habitat. environmental monitoring 
during construction will be done by pIB members. 
landscaping and revegetation (planting) will occur 
post-construction. Revegetation will be done 
through the en’owkin Centre. 

HaBiTaT 
Our habitat program continues to grow and support 
both the restoration of Okanagan Sockeye salmon 
and our communities. We completed works in the 
Similkameen, Oliver area and penticton Channel. 

lOWeR SIMIlKAMeeN INDIAN BAND’S 
NO MAN’S lAND ReMeANDeR AND 
WeTlAND ReSTORATION
In the Similkameen the lSIB’s No Man’s Land 
Remeander and Wetland Restoration Project is an 
attempt to restore a historical creek to its original 
pathway, and enhance the wetland and riparian 
habitat conditions along the creek. The project 
is part of a larger vision to restore the No Man’s 
Land floodplain conditions to as close to historical 
function as possible. Multiple fish and wildlife will 
benefit from the restoration, including xwuminaʔ 
(Rainbow Trout), xwaʔɬqwiləm’ (Yellow-Breasted 
Chat), ncʕacʕayna (Blotched Tiger Salamander), 
p’əskwaqs (Great Basin Spadefoot), and 
qwə lqwə lsninaʔ (Western Screech Owl).

THe OKANAGAN RIVeR ReSTORATION 
INITIATIVe’S peNTICTON CHANNel 
ReSTORATION pROJeCT
ORRI created two nature-like spawning beds 
especially designed to provide high quality salmon 
spawning habitat (7,500 m2). These features 
were designed to provide high quality spawning, 
especially for Sockeye and Chinook salmon, as well 
as rearing habitat for juvenile Steelhead/Rainbow 
Trout and Burbot. We have already measured many 
successes of this work including:

•	 Sockeye	and	Kokanee	were	
observed spawning on the beds 
2 weeks after construction

•	 The	new	spawning	areas	were	
used at maximum capacity 

•	 Juvenile	trout	were	observed	using	
the created boulder cluster 

•	 There	was	an	overall	decrease	in	Eurasian	
Water milfoil in the restored reach

The ONA looks forward to 2015 with 
continued use and progression of 
our hatchery and lab facilities, upper 
Columbia Salmon recovery and of 
course, harvest of Okanagan Sockeye.

Okanagan SOckeye 
In terms of salmon recovery, 2014 had one of the 
largest returns of Sockeye to spawn in the Okanagan 
River with about 145,000 above Osoyoos lake and 
about 15,000 above Skaha lake. We expect there 
will be a bumper crop of fry entering Osoyoos lake 
and along with the hatchery release spawners the 
highest amount Sockeye fry into Skaha lake.

SAlMON HARVeST
Discussions continue on harvest sharing with the 
united States. About 130,000 Okanagan Sockeye 
were harvested in Canada and the uS with harvest 
sharing about 70% uS catch and 30% Canadian 
harvest. Of the Canadian harvest the majority of 
catch was for the Okanagan food and economic 
fisheries with opportunities for recreational fishing.

  

COMMuNITY FOOD DISTRIBuTION

  %
OIB � 15
PIB � 14
USIB � 5
LSIB � 12
UNIB � 18
WFN � 17
OKIB � 14 
other � 1
ONA � 4

  %
OIB � 15
PIB � 14
USIB � 5
LSIB � 12
UNIB � 18
WFN � 17
OKIB � 14 
other � 1
ONA � 4

PHOTOS
This page:
Okanagan Nation fisheries crews bringing in food fish 
for distribution to communities. 
Next page:
Habitat restoration in progress. | Field technician:  
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completion of the Nation’s k  cp’elk’ stim’  
Hatchery and associated lab located on Penticton 
reserve is a major milestone in the development 
of the ONA fisheries department. The Hatchery 
facility is part of a long-term program to 
restore the historical range of Sockeye in the 
upper Okanagan watershed, Okanagan Lake 
and Skaha Lake systems. The hatchery’s grand 
opening celebrations took place on September 
20, with a ceremonial spitsn cutting. 

The ONA and its subsidiary company, Okanagan 
Aquatic Enterprises Ltd., have worked in close 
collaboration with the grant and chelan 
Public Utility districts in washington State, the 
Penticton indian Band, and Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern development canada, among 
others, to bring this project to reality.

we are one of the largest technical fisheries 
organizations in Bc with more staff in the region 
than both the federal and provincial agencies. 
The hatchery employs 5 full time staff with on-
call opportunities during the busy times (i.e. 
egg picking, ponding, feeding and cleaning). 

The 25,000 sq. ft. hatchery has the capacity to 
rear up to 8 million Sockeye salmon eggs which 
will be released annually as fry into Shingle 
creek. it is estimated that over 1.5 million fry 
will be released at the end of may / beginning 
of June. 

The goal for 2014 was to collect and fertilize 
3.0 million Sockeye eggs. This number was 
determined based on this being the first 
operational year of the k  cp’elk’ stim’ Hatchery 
in Penticton and suggestions from cOBTwg. 
These eggs were taken from broodstock that 
was captured using beach seine methods in 
q’awsitkw, 2-3 kilometres upstream of the town 
of Oliver, Bc.  

The beach seine was maneuvered by a crew of 8 
to 12 people each day from the 14th to the 24th 
of October, 2014. captured fish were identified 
and enumerated; Sockeye were enumerated 
based on sex and size. Ripe females and males 
in good condition were retained for transport to 
the holding pens, proximate to the egg take site. 
fish were transported to the holding pens as 
soon as possible after capture, in flow-through, 
tube-shaped bags, attached to a frame to 
prevent twisting and ensure a constant supply 
of fresh water. Sorting and transport of Sockeye 
was performed by trained and experienced 
personnel to minimize handling-induced stress 

and damage to gametes. A total of 1,157 female 
and 1,239 male Sockeye salmon were retained 
for gamete collection; 1,105 female and 1,239 
male salmon were spawned on site.   

A new laboratory building is one of the key 
components of the Hatchery. This new facility 
provides dedicated space for carrying out the 
ongoing laboratory investigations that provide 
information for the Okanagan Nation Alliance 
(ONA) fisheries department biologists. The 
laboratory has processed samples from 23,511 
fish and provided data on lengths, weights, 
diet, age, and origin from all life stages. 

in addition, a virology laboratory was opened 
that has enabled the ONA to do disease testing 
independently from the dfO. This year the 
ONA was able to use the test developed in 
our laboratory to confirm that the Hatchery 
fry were not infected with virus prior to 
being released into the Penticton channel.

we will continue to refine our expertise to 
ensure the Syilx have the expertise to increase 
their role in fisheries in the territory.

Okanagan SelecT 
Since 2011-2012, as part of pacific Integrated 
Commercial Fisheries Initiative (pICFI), and CeC 
Mandate ONA has been exploring the potential 
political, economic and cultural advantages of 
engaging with many strategies and approaches 
that will sustain a viable Fishery. 

Okanagan Nation Alliance (ONA) recognizes the 
need to diversify and be competitive, so that our 
goals of incorporating Indigenous and sustainable 
principles are aligned with our Syilx responsible 
harvesting practices. To support our assertion of 
Syilx responsible stewardship our endeavors have 
begun to reach out to a number of organizations 
as partners and NGOs that would assist us in this 
renewed Food Sovereignty journey.  

This has extended our uptake of activities 
of networking with regional, national, and 
international members, particularly presenting 
on our trans-boundary fishery work to interested 
parties, developing media that communicates 
our initiatives, and looking to develop alternative 
markets for niche-based products.

We have developed the canned Sockeye product, 
Indian Candy and a maple smoked product. These 
products are in limited quantities and are in line 
with our sustainable fisheries model. 

The Okanagan Aquatics enterprise remains a 
part of the Inland Salmon producers Association 
(ISpA) which assists us with coordinating our 
production and increasing salmon market share 
in the Okanagan. As the food fisheries recover for 
Okanagan Sockeye, our partnership with ISpA will 
ensure the markets we develop can be maintained.

The ISpA has developed a pilot project, the River 
Select Fisheries Cooperative that would bring three 
First Nations Commercial Fishing enterprises (CFes) 
from the interior of BC together. The CFes are upper 
Fraser Conservation Alliance, Harrison Salmon 
producers and the Okanagan Aquatic enterprise, 
and represent 28 First Nations that are affiliated 
with six different Tribal groups and also span six 
distinct river fisheries. 

ISpA’s vision statement is “to promote inland 
salmon fisheries, the river fishing cultures, and the 
high quality natural and wholesome salmon that 
is produced, as certifiably sustainable, healthy, and 
good value.” In the development of the co-operative 
initiative, it established the River Select trademark 
and also developed its Charter of Sustainability that 
is intended to govern the fishery for the members 
of the cooperative. 

The River Select brand has been developed and is 
currently selling two products: River Select Sockeye 
and pink frozen Indian Candy. 

Another one of our key partners this past year has 
been Slow Food. The Okanagan Sockeye artisanal 
fishery has received international recognition, 
through Slow Food International. The Okanagan 
Sockeye Salmon that is currently on the Ark of Taste 
was nominated to receive a presidia designation by 
Slow Food. This designation would give Okanagan 
Sockeye an international audience and assist in 
communication efforts to promote the Sockeye 
program not only as local wild food in the market 
place but more principally and importantly is 
Indigenous Food Sovereignty. 

As part of the presidia process the ONA hosted a tour 
for Slow Food International’s Michelle Mesmain, 
February 23-27. The purpose was to acquaint 
her with who are the Syilx peoples, the member 
communities of our Nation, and the involvement 
and purpose of ONA Fisheries and CeC mandates 
in particular with regards to the rejuvenation of 
Okanagan Sockeye salmon stocks.  

The economic fishery continues to assist the ONA 
in meeting numerous objectives. The fishery 
has provided ONA biologists opportunities to 
present at many forums and involve themselves 
in many online conversations in supporting local 
production, Indigenous leadership, involvement of 
community and small scale producers.   

This has been an exciting endeavor 
for ONA to pursue and develop the 
strategic plans and proposals that 
support our community’s access and 
planning for a future that will feed 
the Syilx Nation. We will continue to 
evaluate our pilot economic fishery 
working on developing a local sales 
market, sharing our story about 
the recovery of Sockeye in our 
territory and developing successful 
partnerships.

k  cp’ lk’ stim’ HaTcHery

Hatchery Grand Opening spitsn cutting 

34



Okanagan Nation Alliance  |  ANNuAl RepORt 2014 - 2015
www.okanagannation.com

iʔ‿siwłkʷ sxʷl̓xʷal̓tət.       
W a t e r  i s  o u r  r e l a t i o n .

iʔ‿l̓‿yʕayʕát stim siw̓łkʷ iʔ‿y̓lmixʷm̓tət.
W a t e r  b o n d s  u s  t o  o u r  a n c e s t r y ,  o u r  d e s c e n d e n t s  a n d  o u r  l a n d .

kʷu‿yʕayʕát iʔ‿kʷu‿sqilxʷ kscpútaʔstm áłiʔ y̓lmixʷmtət iʔ‿siwłkʷ.
W a t e r  m u s t  b e  t r e a t e d  W i t h  r e v e r e n c e  a n d  r e s p e c t .

áłiʔ íʔ n̓xʷl̓xʷl̓tan̓tət lut kstan̓músmn̓tm, áłiʔ ksctxt̓stim yʕayʕat iʔ‿stim.
o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  W i t h  W a t e r  i s  n o t  t a k e n  l i g h t l y ,  W e  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  o u r  r e l a t i o n  c a n 
c o n t i n u e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  r e s i l i e n c y  o f  o u r  l a n d  a n d  a n i m a l s .

Iʔ‿siwłkʷ n̓xʷl̓xʷl̓tan̓s iʔ‿tm̓xʷúlaʔxʷ uł yʕayʕát iʔ‿stim
W a t e r  i s  t h e  l i f e b l o o d  o f  o u r  l a n d  a n d  o u r  a n i m a l s  a n d  W e  a s  s y i l x  p e o p l e

kscsuxʷstm iʔ‿siwłkʷ x̌aʔx̌áʔ knaqs ckʷiskʷsts yʕat aʔ‿cxʷl̓xʷal̓t.
r e c o g n i z e  W a t e r  a s  a  s a c r e d  e n t i t y  a n d  r e l a t i v e  t h a t  c o n n e c t s  a l l  l i f e .     

iʔ‿siwłkʷ yʕat taʔkín k̓l̓‿kscxʷl̓xʷal̓ts iʔ‿tm̓xʷúlaʔxʷ uł k̓l̓‿tmixʷ.
W a t e r  c o m e s  i n  m a n y  f o r m s  a n d  a l l  a r e  n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  l a n d  a n d  f o r  t h e  a n i m a l s .  

mipnúntm iʔ‿sx̌aʔx̌áʔs iʔ‿siw̓łkʷ k̓l̓‿yʕayʕát iʔ‿stim. 
W a t e r  i s  o u r  m o s t  s a c r e d  m e d i c i n e ,  W a t e r  n o u r i s h e s ,  r e p l e n i s h e s ,  c l e a n s e s  a n d  h e a l s .

ła‿ck̓ʷul̓mstm iʔ‿siwłkʷ kschaʔstím uł ksctxt̓stim.  
a n y  u s e  o f  W a t e r  s h o u l d  b e  a n  a c t  o f  r e v e r e n c e  a n d  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

yʕayʕát iʔ‿sxʷl̓xʷal̓tət, ʕapnáʔ uł cm̓ t‿spn̓kin, áłiʔ kʷu‿sʔukʷnaʔqínx. 
o f  a l l  l i f e .  n o W  a n d  t o  c o m e ,  a s  s y i l x  p e o p l e .

iʔ‿siwłkʷ cxʷuy tl̓‿tm̓xʷúlaʔxʷ tl̓ wist uł lut kscwsn̓cuts tl̓‿stim. 
W a t e r  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  s k y  a n d  t h e  h i g h e s t  p l a c e   y e t  i t  n e v e r  W i l l f u l l y  r i s e s  a b o v e  a n y t h i n g .

iʔ‿tay̓xʷút mi ctɣap, nax̌m̓ł tl̓‿yʕat tl̓‿stim̓, misk̓ʷəck̓ʷáct.
i t  W i l l  a l W a y s  t a k e  t h e  l o W e s t  p a t h  i n  i t s  h u m i l i t y .  y e t  o f  a l l  t h e  e l e m e n t s ,  i t  i s  t h e  m o s t  p o W e r f u l .

kʷu‿scúnmaʔstm iʔ‿siwłkʷ kʷu‿k̓ʷcəck̓ʷact uł qm̓qam̓t.
o u r  s a c r e d  W a t e r  t e a c h e s  u s  t h a t  W e  h a v e  g r e a t  s t r e n g t h  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  h i g h e s t  m o u n t a i n  W h i l e 
b e i n g  g e n t l e ,  s o f t  a n d  f l e x i b l e .

iwá łə‿tqəqip ksksx̌nmíxaʔx itíʔ. k̓łʔułxʷ, tqil̓tkm̓s, km ml̓xʷuy̓m̓s.
W a t e r  W i l l  a l W a y s  f i n d  a  W a y  a r o u n d  o b s t r u c t i o n s ,  u n d e r ,  o v e r  a n d  t h r o u g h .

kʷu‿kscún̓maʔstm ksck̓ʷl̓l̓nustm xiʔmíx stim.
i t  t e a c h e s  u s  a n y t h i n g  i s  p o s s i b l e .

ła‿ctɣap iʔ‿siwłkʷ lut stim t̓a‿ctil̓xʷsts uł kʷu‿ksx̌ílaʔx itíʔ. 
W a t e r  m o v e m e n t s ,  p a t h W a y s  r e s i l i e n c y  a n d  p o W e r  t e a c h  u s  W h o  W e  a r e  a n d  W h o  W e  c a n  b e  a s  p e o p l e .

Excerpt, Okanagan Water Declaration, July 31,2014


