My voice, my language goes right across
this country like the breeze.

Elder Joey Pierre

I? Syilx i? suk¥naqinx scqelqviltat
SYILX OKANAGAN LANGUAGE DECLARATION
axa? i? k"u_a? cnsyilxcan k¥u_cut: —We, the nsyilxcan Language People Declare:

axa? i? k"u syilx i? k¥u suk¥naqinx k¥u sala?x i?_1 tmxVulax* ut way?
tasxVuy—kvu Kdgix¥ntm i? tmx¥ulax*tat, u¢ i? nx*alx“altantat, ut i? a?_

nk™ulmntat, i? stok¥uk'™xixtat ud i? syilx i? k"u suk¥naqinx i? sqalx“lcawtot.

axa? i? k¥u syilx i? k¥u~suk¥naqinx k¥u cnqilxcon ta nsyilxcon
ud way tasxVuy ud ta mnimdtat ka ck'dgix¥stm ud ko ctidstm,
ut niSip ka ck™ulmstm i? nsyilxcan a? ngilx“cntat.

ackvisk™astm ut ka cyirmistm i? skttipla?tat i? k'al sgilx~cawtat.
i? stottadtat nix¥ ko ck'dtkix¥stm i? nsyilxcon a? nqelq*iltntat
ut i? syilx i? suk¥na?qinx i? sqolxVdcawtat—i? k'a] scx*alxvaltat
ud i? k'al kstacxastat i? kvusyilx i? suk¥naginx.

ackvisk¥astm i? stodtadt ut i? stok™uk'Wxixtat i? tal captikvt ut k'topntim
i? 1910 Sir Wilfrid Laurier Memorial, ut i? Okanagan Nation Declaration,
ut i? 2010 Syilx Unity Protocol i? sck™uls i? Okanagan Nation Alliance
nat i? Colville Confederated Tribes, ut i? Okanagan Nation Water
Declaration—ySat ackSac ut skisSaxvip i? tal tmxVula?x“tot ut i? tal siwik™
itli? ki kvu falsqilx” ut itli? i? sSax“ips i? nqilx¥cantat kal tasxvuys.

axa? i? kvu_syilx kvu_suk“naginx i2_scqalq“iltat:

ARTICLE 1 nags

i? k™alncutn k*u twiststm axa? i? kunsyilxcon
ko ctxatntim axa? i? tmx“ulax“tot ut i? siwtk™
ut ySat stirh ili? kal kvu ySaySat kal tosx“uys.

The Creator has stood us, the nsyilxcan-
speaking people, up here as keepers of
our territory, lands, water and resources
for the good of all for all time.

ARTICLE 2 ?asil

i? tal a nqilx¥cntat ySat acmistim i? k'al
tmx“ulax™tot ut K'al siwtktot ut i? kal
tmix™. tal tmix¥ ySat i? skiniya?s i? a?—
nq*alq¥iltn ut i? sPums kvu xvi¢ttom ud ySat
i? smimayts ta] minimdcalx ki a? cmistim.

Our nsyilxcan language is our knowledge
of the land, water and the tmix".

The sounds and pronunciations within
our nsyilxcan language came from the
tmix" and contain specific knowledge

values and meaning to them.

ARTICLE 3 ka?dis

i? skcax™ax"Xvipla?s i? tmxVulax™tat

i? ta nqilx¥cntat mi ck¥isk"ostm.

kmax i? tal a? nqilx“cntat mi ka cmistim
i? scCx“iplaz, i? cawtat ut i? nk™ulmntat.

The laws related to our territory,
lands, water and resources are held
in our nsyilxcan language.

Our nsyilxcan language is necessary to
fully understand Syilx Okanagan legal
traditions, customs, and practices.

ARTICLE 4 mus

a? ngilxVentat ack™ulmstm tal gsapi? puti?

i? sSasSawsc i? sSalix cx?it a? nq*alqviltntat,

ud way? Sapna? k¥u~k'dkicntom i? tal

x"?it sx¥ipkst spintk, u¢ k¥uala? Sapna?

i2 kvu syilx i? k¥u suk¥naginx.
Our nsyilxcan language is rooted in the
early Szill'}s(han anc%“s‘tr%l language and has
been passed down through thousands of
generations since time immemorial to the
modern-day Syilx Okanagan Peoples.

ARTICLE 5 cilkst

ylat i?2 kvu"sqilx™ atla? ti? paput i2
stattadttat 4o ka cmistim’ mat 4o kvu
ko cqalg¥iltax ta nqilx¥cantat.

Every person who is of our People is
free and equal in their right to learn
and to speak our nsyilxcon language.

We, the Syilx Okanagan Peoples have inhabited our territory since
time immemorial—we have been defended by our lands and resources,
language, customs, traditions and the Syilx Okanagan way of life,

We, the Syilx Okanagan Peoples have spoken our nsyilxcan language
since time immemorial and we are responsible for the protection,
revitalization and advancement of our nsyilxcon language,

We uphold and re-affirm our inherent right to self-determination.
This right includes our ability to protect our nsyilxcon language
and Syilx Okanagan culture—a vital component to the

survival and prosperity of the Syilx Okanagan Peoples,

We uphold the rights and responsibilities bestowed upon us, as described
by the captik™¢ and re-affirmed by the 1910 Sir Wilfrid Laurier Memorial,
Okanagan Nation Declaration, the 2010 Syilx Unity Protocol between
Okanagan Nation Alliance and the Colville Confederated Tribes, and the
Okanagan Nation Water Declaration—all of which are inextricably tied
to our tmx"ulax” (land) u} i? siwlk™ (water) and our nsyilxcon Language.

We, the Syilx Okanagan Nation make this declaration:

ARTICLE 6 tagmkst
i? a? nwist i? nsyilxcan i? tal captik¥4, ixi? silx“a?
smipnwidn k'al snha?ldtidn ackc’xvipla? i~
skmiviplas k¥u cPcunma?stm kal ko cnXastmistm
niSip i? k¥u syilx i? k*u suk¥naginx, i?
nad¥cwilxtat ut i? tmx*ulax“tat naet siwik™.
i? la? nqilx¥entot i? skmi?ipla?s i? captik™¢
kinxastantat, ut i? kal skéx*oxviplatot, ut ka
ck'dgix“stm da ck™ulomstm lut ka ctix*lomsc
swit K'al niSip Xal i? k¥u syilx i? k¥u suk*naqinx.
Our high language words have their
origin in captik™¢ and are foundational to
our philosophical, ethical, and legal text.
nsyilxcon is the collective force that connects
and unifies the people with all life.

The integrity of the captik*4 as told

within the nsyilxcan language, must be
maintained and protected for the future
generations of the Syilx Okanagan Peoples.

ARTICLE 7 sispalk’

a? nsyilxcan yaSt a? cmistim i? K'al Xa?Xa? ut
kal a? nk'ulmntat kvu™4a ck'aSncut mat itli?
kvu~cxastwilx ut nix™ i? nagvcwilxtat u i?
tmx“ula?x“tot naet i? siwtk" acXastwilx.

Our nsyilxcan language contains knowledge

of our spiritual values and practices as
expressed in words used in our ceremonies

ARTICLE 11 2upankstatnags

i? a? nwist i? nsyilxcon ack'dopstis

prikin 402 k'dkicntm kvu—4a? laq¥mist,
ud adi? i? tmix¥ nx*alx“oltantat, k*u
cunmazstm i? | stak™uk ™xixtot ySat stim
ala? i?~1 tmxvulax™ ul i? | siwtk™.

Our high nsyilxcan language words
provide connection to the spiritual order,
and gives life to our human purpose as
tmix", directing our proper conffuct and
responsibility to the rest of creation.

ARTICLE 12 ?upanksat?asil

a? nsyilxcon k¥u c2cunma?stm i?

todtadt i? kdnk¥umntat i?~1 snili?tntat,

i? snXaPXaPncutntat i? k'a mnimdtat

i2 kvuTsyilx" ud i? K'al tmix™.

The nsyilxcon language defines and
expresses our relationship, responsibilities,
and practice in our homelands, our
spiritual and ceremonial places, with

each other, and with the tmix".

ARTICLE 13 ?upankstatka?dis

i? tol gsapi? a? nsyilxcantat niSip ka cxVuystom
kvuTala? i?71 tmx“ula?x“tot ud i? tol a?
nqalx“skvistat, ut i? tal qard i? sk™istat, ud i?

ilalmix¥m i? sk¥istsalx, ati? ySat okdkSaxvipla? i?
Kal sqilx™ ut i2 K'al tmxvulax™ ut i? kal siwtk™.

to instruct and heal ourselves, our families,
our communities, our lands and our water.

ARTICLE 8 tim}

a? nqilx¥entot c'Xid sqiltktat ut unix“ox™

i? snagsalx™iwstat, ut i? sSaxviptat

i? Kol K™iX't i? sSal'ix i? cwilx™.

ud ko cmistim i? kkcawtot ut K'al ksck'vultat

i? K'al sncu'wiptat ud kal k™iX't i? cwilx™.
Our nsyilxcon language affirms the
connections between the Syilx Okanagan
Nation and other Salishan-speaking Nations.

Our nsyilxcan language will always
remind us of these relationships and
connections through both our extended
kinship and community ties and our
associated political kinship structures.

ARTICLE 9 XaXnut

a2 nglix¥entat cx?it tal ySat to snha?lsnwix“tn
ud ka cx¥alalstis i? snXasiwstat u i?

kol Xast a? nk™ulmntat kinXastantat i?

1™ tmx“ula?x“tat, na?t siwtk¥tat.

Our nsyilxcon language contains specific
words and phrases that provide guidance and
instruction on our protocols that govern our
peaceful co-existence with other Salishan
Nations and how we carry out our governance
responsibilities within our territory.

ARTICLE 10 ?upankst

a? nsyilxcon na?4 timx™ ixi? a?

nx"alx¥altantat, ut kvu ck'dqix“stm

axa? i? kvu syilx i2 k¥u suk¥naginx.
The nsyilxcan language protects and
defends the Syilx Okanagan Peoples.

ksanucxntm i? sktfiplatat ut k'al i? tmix*, i? ta

ng*algviltntat ki a? cmistim axa? i? k*usyilx i7™
1 suk¥naginx ili? séXilx ka cmistim i? sktiiplartat.

Our nsyilxcan language is derived solely
from our continued presence in our
territory as evidenced by our nsyilxcon
names, our familial names and the names
that our hereditary Chiefs carry; all of
which intertwines the Syilx Okanagan
Peoples with places within our territory.

Our nsyilxcan language inextricably connects

us to our territory, lands and resources and
it is through these connections that we are
able to trace our ancestral lineages back to

the ancient tmix™ and our nsyilxcon language

identifies us as Syilx Okanagan Peoples.
ARTICLE 14 Pupankstatmus

a? nsyilxentat i? stq¥alq“altipla?s i? sncuPwiptat,

i? sktiiplatot i? kvusyilx | suk*naqin k'a] i?

stacXastat i?~1 tmx*ulaxVtat yaSt a? ck™ulmstm.

Our nsyilxcan language is the tie that
binds the Syilx Okanagan Peoples to
our territory, lands and resources.

ARTICLE 15 2upankstadcilkst

a? ng¥ilx¥cantat i? stq*alq“altipla’s tal
yaSyaSt a? nwist i? Xa?Xa? ko cmistis i?
sncupwiptat, ut i? luti? i? k¥ lkvull i? k'a]
snxazenux“stat i? syilx i? suk¥naqinx.

The nsyilxcan language is collectively
held as a sacred trust on behalf of

the unbom and as a right of future
generations of Syilx Okanagan Peoples.

Okanagan Nation Alliance

ARTICLE 16 Pupankstattagmkst

a? nsyilxcan i? stq*olq¥altipla?s i? tmix™ i?
&xvax skc'axvipla?s ie kstadtadts i? stalsqilx™
i?~1 scxalakaks i? scx“olx*altat na?d i? tmix™
ySat k¥u"nagsalx“iws i?~1 tmx*ulax“tat.

a? nsyilxcon Xa?Xa? i? k'a] a? cmistim i?

K'al ka cmipnustm i? K'al ksck™ultat i?

K'a] cXasta?x i? cawtat i? kol tmix™ ut

i? kal tmx*ulax™ a? ck*ulmstom.

21 nsyilxcon mimayt i? ksckvultat

271 skcx"axvipla?s mi niSip ka
cx“alx¥alta?x i2 tmix™ ikkx¥olx“altan

ut i? tmx“ula?x“tat i? tol captik¥d.

The nsyilxcan language describes legal
obligations under the tmix" laws that
the Syilx Okanagan Peoples are bound
by as well as our greater responsibilities
relating to the circle of existence with
our tmix" relatives on our lands.

Our nsyilxcan language is required for the
proper expression and understanding of our
Syilx lgﬁvermmce protocols that allows us
to fulfill our responsibilities to each of the
tmix* and to the specific places they require.

Our nsyilxcon language defines practices
required to maintain and upholf the laws
for the tmix" to be continuously re-stored
to life as directed in the captik*4.

ARTICLE 17 ?uponkstodsispalk’

i? la? nqilx¥can acngayus i? k'al syilx i?
dsqalx“dcawtat ut ili? i? ncax“Siltntat ut

i2 kink“ulmntat ut itli? ka cmistim ut ki

kvu~a?"cmipnwidn i? tal tmxvulax™.
The nsyilxcen language contains the
pattern for our Syilx way of being; the
spirit of the nsyilxcon language as a
distinct language. The nsyilxcon language
also carries its own discipline and
requirements and informs our ability to
see, to hear, and to learn from the land.

ARTICLE 18 ?Pupankstodtimé

a? ngilx¥can i? kolkvu ySaySat niSip
ko ck¥ulmstm ut ko ctitxstm i? | Sapna?
i? I sexVuytat, mat yirmintm mnimttat
i? cawtot ut i? skéxvoxviplartat.

The nsyilxcan language is a collective
responsibility that requires us as Syilx
Okanagan Peoples, to collaboratively and
continuously use, protect and revitalize in a
contemporary context as a means of asserting
our Syilx Okanagan identity and laws.

ARTICLE 19 ?upankstatxoxnut

i? a? nq“alq¥iltntat mat ili? ki Xa?xa?
to stoxat i? tal tmix™.

The nsyilxcon language is a
sacred trust from the tmix".

ARTICLE 20 ?Pasal?upankst

kvu x?ina? ut ka ckvisk¥ostm i? t
XarXartantat ud i? stok ™ uk™xixtot tpl
snxacintat i? tal k¥aIncutn na?t snklip
mat ili? kack ¥act ko ck'dkix“stm ut

ko cx¥stustm i? nsyilxcon ud yaSyaSt i?
skmi?ipla?s ud i? nXastantot K'al tasxuy.

We accept and uphold our sacred duty
laid down for us Ey the creator, snklip

and the obligations passed down from
untold generations, to fully protect,
defend, uphold and advance the nsyilxcon
langua§e and all its associated teachings
and values for all generations.

Signed this day, July 18, 2018, Okanagan Nation Alliance Annual General Assembly, sa?tikn (Manning Park).



