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CHIEFS'STATEMENT:

Strengthening Our Syilx Nation, Creating a Syilx Constitution Together
"S9C k'w9ck'w9ctwil'xstm i? syilx nuk'wcwilxwt9t, i? k+ kt'skmistntst kwu y(i'ay<.at ks kiy(ia?mncutmntm

As a unified Syilx Okanagan Nation Chiefs Executive Council, we continue to affirm our mandate to

i? kwu syilx nuk'wcwilxw i? kwu xa?xa?tus i? kwu ylilmixw9m , ny'i'ayp 3tc k'ulamstm i? scunan'maPtst

advocate, practice and preserve and protect the culture, language, tmxwulaxw, tmixw, siwtkw and title

ks ate unxcinmntm, u4 ks sac k+qayxwstm i? sq9lxw+cawt, ansyilxcn, i? tmxwulaxw, i? tmixw, i? siw+kw u+

and rights of the Syilx Peoples.

i? sts+ta+tst i? kwu syilx t9 sqaylxw.

As one of the critical and necessary steps in strengthening and legitimatizingthe evolving Syilx Nation

i? naqs i? K+tk'wack'w3ctanstac i k'l ks unixwuxws i? sq3lxw+cawts i? syilx nuk'wcwilxw

governance systems and processes, we will undertake an inclusive, transparent and accountable

ankcxwipla?tnt9t i? skulsls, ixi? iks ckultstcsm y'l'atswit ili? scnxi?, lutt'9 kswykwmntm ks+iqw+uqwt ax

community engagement process to create and ratify a Syilx Constitution.

i? cwilxw i kwu ks khxtu+tsm i? ks ck'ultst u+ kwu y'i'ay'i'at ks knusBlxikstmntsm i? kwu syilx ik+ nak'ulaPmntst.

This work will be supported in each of our communities to uphold and renew Syilx legal order and

axa? ts ckul cem yTat i? cwuwilxwtat k+ kt'akmins u+ksti+xwusys3lx i?tawnixw i? sq3lxw+cawt u+

laws, drawing on our oral traditions in which foundational Syilx laws are embedded.

ankcxwipla?tntat i? tl anqaylxwcns i? syilx itli? ki ats kwiscts atcxs?it ankcxwipla?tn.

Captfkw+ teachings about Syilx Okanagan laws, customs, values, governance structures and principles

i? captikw+ ncxiltn i? kl syilx sukwnaqaynx i? ankcxwipla?tns, i? sq9lxw+cawts, u+ i? xa?xa?tustst 9tc ha? stis

ixi? i? skulals.

define and inform Syilx Okanagan rights and responsibilities to the land
i? ks mymayts +ac k'+ luxwstis i? syilx sukwna?qaynx i? sts+ta+tsts i? k'l tamxwula?xw

and to our culture.

u+ i? k'l sq9lxw+cawtat.
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