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Jordan’s Principle 
WHAT IS JORDAN’S PRINCIPLE?
Jordan’s Principle is about ensuring First Nations receive the products, services and supports they 
need when they need them. 

• Jordan’s Principle is available to all First Nations children in Canada, whether they are on reserve 
or off reserve.

•  Applies to a wide range of health, social and educational services, including the unique needs 
that First Nations Two-Spirit, LGBTQQIA children and youth and those with disabilities may have.

• Funded services also include those beyond services ordinarily available to all children to ensure 
substantive equality, to provide culturally appropriate services, or to safeguard the best interests 
of the child.

To implement  Jordan’s Principle, the Government of Canada has committed to:

1.  Resolve situations where governments and departments cannot agree about who should pay
for services and supports to meet the needs of a First Nations child.

2.  Cover the costs of public services to ensure substantive equality for all First Nations children
and youth.

3. Facilitate access to all products, services and supports for all First Nations children without
delay or disruption.

Find a link to the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal Rulings (there have been a number of rulings: 2016 (10, 16); 
2017 (14, 35); 2019 (7, 39), 2020 (20, 36) and summary of orders: https://fncaringsociety.com/jordans-principle 

 JORDAN’S STORY
Jordan River Anderson was a five-year-old First Nations child from Norway House Cree Nation in 
Manitoba, born with a rare disorder that required hospitalization from birth. After spending the first 
two years of his life in a hospital, doctors cleared Jordan to live in a home with necessary care near 
the hospital in Winnipeg. However, the federal and provincial governments could not resolve who 
was financially responsible for the necessary home care in order for Jordan to leave the hospital.

After spending over two years in hospital without cause while governments disputed who should 
pay for his at-home care, Jordan died in a hospital in 2005. On December 12, 2007, the House of 
Commons supported a motion focused on adopting an approach that addresses First Nations 
children’s needs first, it was called Jordan’s Principle.

Unfortunately, it was not fully implemented. This resulted in a legal decision from the Federal Court 
in 2013 and a ruling from the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal in 2016 making Jordan’s Principle a 
legal obligation in Canada.

Being a legal obligation means that Jordan's Principle has no end date. While programs and initiatives 
to support it may only exist for short periods of time, Jordan's Principle will always be there. Jordan's 
Principle will support First Nations children for generations to come. This is the legacy of Jordan River 
Anderson.

www.okanagannation.com



ADVANTAGES OF COMING TO ONA JORDAN’S PRINCIPLE SERVICE COORDINATION 

• Reduce stress of navigating service systems including Jordan’s Principle applications
• Link families to provincial and federal resources
• Work collaboratively with service providers
• Advocate for the children, their families and communities
• Support the family in telling their story
• Provide assistance to families with the appeals process

• A First Nations child with registered status living on or off reserve.
• A First Nations child eligible to be registered under the Indian Act.
• An Indigenous child, including a non-status First Nations child who ordinarily resides on

reserve.
• First Nations children without status or ineligible for status residing off reserve but are

recognized as members by their nation.
• A First Nations child who has one parent or guardian who is registered or eligible to be

registered under the Indian Act.

For more information visit: www.okanagannation.com

101-3535 Old Okanagan Hwy.
Westbank, BC
V4T 3A9

WHAT SERVICES DO THE ONA PROVIDE TO HELP NAVIGATE JORDAN'S PRINCIPLE?

The Okanagan Nation Alliance is working to implement Jordan's Principle by offering Enhanced 
Service Coordination throughout the Syilx Territory; it strives to improve access to health, social 
and educational supports and services.

WHO CAN ACCESS SUPPORTS THROUGH THE ONA JORDAN'S PRINCIPLE SERVICE 
COORDINATION?
• All individuals, families and communities that are members of ONA as well as First Nations

residing in the Okanagan Region can reach out to the ONA Jordan's Principle Service
Coordinators to help them access the products, services and supports that they need.

• When a need to access services through Jordan's Principle is identified, ONA Jordan's
Principle Service Coordinators will work with individuals, families and communities to
identify parties eligible to send formal requests to Jordan's Principle.

North 
E: jordans.principle2@syilx.org 
T: 250 869 4579

Central
E: jordans.principle1@syilx.org
T: 250 869 6391

South
E: jordans.principle3@syilx.org 
T: 250-681-3982

TO CONTACT A COORDINATOR:

WHAT IS COVERED?
Jordan’s Principle applies to all products, services and supports ordinarily available to all 
children, including additional services to ensure substantive equality, to provide culturally 
appropriate services, or to safeguard the best interests of the child.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR JORDAN’S PRINCIPLE FUNDING? 

A child under the Age of Majority in BC (19 years), who permanently resides in Canada and are:




