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Tyara Marchand

Tyara Marchand is a member of the Okanagan Indian Band. Tyara
is a graduate from the University of Calgary, where she earned a
Bachelor of Science degree, majoring in Anthropology. Tyara is
currently enrolled in the Cumming School of Medicine at the
University of Calgary, where she is working towards fulfilling her
dream of becoming an OBGYN. Tyara plans to advocate for policy
change and make birth a sacred ceremony for all Indigenous
people again. Tyara wants to ensure that all people have access to
high quality and culturally safe health care, without the worries of
systemic racism or discrimination.

Each year the Okanagan Nation Alliance and Fortis BC provide two awards of
$1200.00 to financially support eligible Syilx/ Okanagan Nation members. We
are pleased to announce this years recipient:

"My idea of Indigenous health would involve a holistic framework targeting the
physical, emotional, mental and spiritual aspects of health. Focusing on just one of
these areas would be insufficient as these areas are inextricably intertwined."



Kimberlyn is a member of the Westbank First Nation, and is
currently enrolled in the Bachelor of Nsyilxcen Language Fluency
Degree Program at the En’owkin Centre (in partnership with NVIT
& UBCO). Language revitalization is extremely important to
Kimberlyn. She sits as President of the Syilx Language House
Board of Directors, as well as working full time as the Early Years
Coordinator for the Westbank First Nation. By instilling pride in her
culture and language, Kimberlyn believes that we will see an
increase in community health, well-being and connectedness as a
community, and a decrease in addictions and vulnerable
households. 

"I would like to be a part of revitalizing the Nsyilxcen language so that my kids and future
generations will still be speaking the language for generations to come."

Kimberlyn Kosik
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Sofia grew up in the smelqmix (Similkameen) and considers
her communities to be the Lower Similkameen Indian Band
and the Okanagan Nation at large. Throughout her language
journey, Sofia has realized how important relationships are.
Sofia wished to get to know all of the language learners in
the nation, and subsequently started an intermediate
Nsyilxcen conversation club. Sofia is enrolled in the UBC
Bachelor of Education program, with a specific interest in
Outdoor Learning. Sofia has a dream of creating a land-
based school where both the students and teachers spend
most of their time outside. The curriculum would be rooted in
Syilx ways of knowing and Syilx ways of being.

"In my dream, the children are loved and they know who they are. That is the most
important thing. We cannot get to language fluency without love and respect for
ourselves, each other, and the land."

Sofia Terbasket-Funmaker

Building a Better Future
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We are pleased to have Hi-TRAX Contracting, Lance McLean member of the Penticton Indian Band's, contribution
to the Building a Better Future Bursary.  The recipient of this $1200 bursary is: 



Kaitlyn is a member of the Upper Similkameen Indian Band.
She is currently enrolled in Mount Allison University’s
Environmental Science Program. Kaitlyn believes it is
critical to advocate for our environment, as well as honour
and respect it. She plans on volunteering at a Wildlife
Rehabilitation Centre while completing her degree in order
to learn, inspire others, and do her part in fostering a better
relationship between communities.

"I plan on working closely with Indigenous communities in order to
make a difference. A sustainable future, to me, includes proper wildlife conservation
measures and projects, as well as a collective rehabilitation of our damaged land, and
lost species."

Kaitlyn Souch

Building a Better Future
Bursary
We are pleased to have Progressive Fence as a contributor to the Building a Better Future Bursary.  The
recipient of this $1200 bursary is:


